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TENTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OP THE 

directors of convict prisons 

HT IRELAND, 

UNDER 17 & 18 VIC., CAP. 76. 

TO THE RIGHT HOR. SIR ROBERT PEEL, BART., M.P., 
CHIEF SECRETARY FOR IRELAND. 



Government Prisons’ Office, Dublin Castle, 
March, 1864. 

SlE ’ln accordance with the provisions of the Act 17 & 1S 7'P’ 
cap. 76, we beg to submit the Annual Report on the state of the 
Convict Prisons in Ireland for I8G3. 

Accommodation . 

The accommodation for emmets in the Government Prisons on 
the 1st January, 1864, may be estimated as amounting to 2,350. 



Government Prisons. 



Number in custody on 1st January, 1864, 
Accommodation on 1st January, 18b4, 



Males. 

1,297 

*1,S00 



Females. 

471 

550 

Females. 

5 



County and City Gaols. 

Males. 

Number in custody on 1st January, 1864, . - 10 

Gross Total of Convicts m Ireland, 1,. 83. 

Ncsiber or Convicts Sen™ to Seuvituhe uuuino 
THE LEAR 1853. 

Males. Females. 

. 132 
50 
61 



Total. 

1,768 

*2,350 

Total. 

15 



3 years, 

4 

5 



6 

7 

8 
10 

14 

15 
20 
Life, . 



58 

21 

31 



23 

43 

8 

29 

11 

1 

7 



Total. 

190 

71 

92 

28 

65 



Gross Total sentenced in 1863, . 365 143 t ' >1 ’ 

75*0 18 Pm " 

vided for 200 males. 

t Pour of these are military con-nets. 
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Disposal of Convicts 



Total, 



105 

221 



Subjoined is a table similar to the one 
Animal Reports, showing the number oft previ0U8 
“In Custody, &c.,” “ Convicted “and 
year 1854, inclusive:— -uwciiarged, since the 



In custody in 
Government Prisons, 
January 1st. 



*3933 

3427 

3209 

2614 

2277 

1773 

1631 

1492 

1314 

3575 

7768 



Year. 



1854 

1855 

1856 

1857 

1858 

1859 

1860 
1861 
1862 

1863 

1864 



Convicted. 



. No. 

Discharged. 



710 

518 

389 

426 

358 

322 

331 

368 

592 

t511 



658 

820 

1107 

910 

946 

595 

524 

561 

317 

326 



co5:^ 

and .561. Hence althoulh°tbe res P ectiveI J 595, 524, 

latety bZaw^aed nofw iilTT* ° P °! ,al se ™ tude 

be as in tht notwith standxng that there mav continue to 

number of conviction 1 ar b? ® on8lderabl e ■ diminution, m the actual 
however, in reserve and ife a ‘ Phikpstown, now vacant, is, 
again required ^or occupation' 16 " “ ^ «*- “ « 

to haveSln^TcL 8 ^" 1 ^ Directors ’ Ias{ Annual Report 
the number of convictions to ^ ? S re S ar( J ed the sudden rise in 
sentences of imprisonment th pen f^ se rwtude as well as to minor 
of the year thr0U # h ° u * ^and, and the experience 

observation" P ted ° a has been fol “ d to confirm that 

The number of re-convictions has not increased within the year, 

“““‘prisons, “awl sever^undJed'inllp™ under detention in the 

quently discharged in Ireland Bermuda and Gibraltar, who were subse- 

t Tour of these are military convicts. 
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of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 7 

nor has there been any matter connected with these re-convictions 
to call for remark, except that the practice of registration and 
supervision of discharged convicts, the continual com “^ at J° 
between the authorities of the city and county gaols and the 
Directors concerning prisoners suspected to be convicts with a 
•view to their identification, and the notification to the Judges and 
Chairmen of Quarter Sessions, after conviction, of prisoners thus 
identified, all continue to work advantageously for the P™^°“ 
of the -Dublic bv helping to bring these offenders, as known ha 
bitual criminals, binder lengthened sentences of penal s e rvltud ®' 
“d of their being dealt with in many cases by sentences of 

^The w^r S ""of penal servitude, and all matters connected 

with its^ administration Ll effects, i-e been fulty = ed m o 

and reported on in the past year by the Royal Commissioner 
the Penal Servitude Acts, and legislation th< ereon is at preae * 

almost unnecessary to have no o t j tie Directors' 

what has already been presented on the subject in 

Annual Reports. cl ,hiert however, the Di- 

In immediate connexion B ^ ke favourable mention 

rectors have, as m previous repo > performance of his 

of the zealous and effective ™ J e d “Evicts in the 
duties of Mr Organ, as the ^pecto of l Smithfidd and Lusk 

County “ d ^ ° f n3 Dub They htv^ also satisfaction in stating with 
Intermediate Prisons. meyna . , Constabulary of 

regard to the registration and ^P*™ t by the ^ 

the discharged convicts in the c toy ^ Convict System 

* w » t««»" 

duties connected with it. .„ rev oke4 during the 

Of eight male convicts ^%***Tf co^equence of their 
year, two only were thus .dealt wid^t ij^nseq ^ ^ 

commission of criminal offenc ’ , n j n consequence of 

is is s.’SiSr.r. *- &» »b«- 



tbeir Dreading me ~ 

street for female convicts discharged on licence, a 
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manner in which these establishments have been conducted, the 
Directors have again to add their testimony in the strongest terms. 
Tiie difficulties in the way of discharged female convicts are so 
great, that without such adjuncts as the Female .Refuges to the 
Convict System in Ireland (of which indeed they have formed a 
distinctive part), the Directors would have felt no confidence in 
the well-doing of the great majority of the discharged women, 
who must, without such aid, have returned on licence to the city 
or country districts from which they were convicted, or proceeded 
to new localities whore, however well disposed, they would be in a 
very unfavourable position as compared with discharged male 
prisoners in seeking for honest employment. 

The conduct of the prisoners generally, both male and female, 
in all the Convict Prisons, has been good throughout the year, the 
most unfavourable exceptions being chiefly in the cases of individual 
prisoners of known evil temper and habits ; and there has been 
no instance of any attempt at combined misconduct in any of the 
prisons. In large prisons one practically beneficial effect of a 
consistent and plain system of denoting progress towards known 
advantages, by means of the attainment of marks for good conduct 
and industry, is that it operates directly to prevent tendency to 
combination among the prisoners, even when in continued asso- 
ciation ; individual interests being clearly defined, as well as the 
certainty of danger to those interests from any intermeddling or 
combination, on the part of those who have the desire to maintain 
them, with other prisoners of an unsteady or actually evil disposi- 
tion. This latter class must be found to some extent in all Convict 
Prisons, hut has not obtained any visible sympathy from the 
general body of prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons. Strong 
measures are occasionally necessary to repress individuals of this 
class, and to deter by example others of them from acts of gross 
misconduct, and for these objects it was considered necessary 
early in the year to have recourse to corporal punishment in two 
cases of premeditated violent assaults by individual prisoners. 
These are the only instances in which this description of punish- 
ment has been resorted to for several years in the Irish Convict 
Prisons, the Penal Class, in which prisoners of proved evil disposi- 
tion and conduct have been kept separated under more stringent 
discipline from the rest of the prisoners, having been found in 
general sufficiently repressive. In the above exceptional cases 
there was reason to believo that the continued disuse of corporal 
punishment was calculated upon by the offenders, and an example 
became therefore more necessary. 

With reference to the observations made in the last Annual 
Report by the then sole Director respecting the difficulty of pro- 
viding for the due performance of the duties that formerly 
devolved on a Board of Directors, further experience having shown 
the necessity for the appointment of ail additional Director, and 
Mr. Murray, the Inspector of J uvenile Reformatories, having in 
November last been appointed to that office (still retaining charge 
of the duties of his former appointment), we are enabled by the 
experience of some months to report that, with the aid of Captain 
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Barlow and Mr. Netterville, as Inspectors, the duties of super- 
vision and management of the present Convict Prisons can be 
effectively conducted. The re-occupation of Fort Carlisle, at the 
entrance of Cork Harbour, as a detached Convict Station for Public 
Works from Spike Island, which was commenced at the instance 
of the War Department towards the close of the year, requires 
however the exclusive attention of one of the Inspectors to that 
district and his continued residence within it. 

Appended hereto are the usual Reports from the Governors and 
others superior officers of the several Convict Prisons, with the 
Directors’ observations on the matters requiring to be noticed, 
prefixed to the collected Reports from each of the prisons in 
succession.* 



I. S. Whitty, > , 

-a T f Directors. 

P. J. Murray, j 



* Mountjoy Male Prison, Page 10 

Spike Island „ ,,25 

Mountjoy Female „ „ 42 

Snuthfield and Lusk Intermediate Prisons, . ,,51 
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^untjot MOUNTJOY MALE CONVICT PRISON. 

MJ3NT 

Prison. “ 

directors' There is nothing of an unusual character to report upon with 
epo ’ respect to this prison for the past year. 

The conduct of the officers has been generally satisfactory, and 
there has been no occasion for dismissal, or the infliction of any 
severe penalty on any officer for misconduct. 

The prisoners have generally conducted themselves well, and 
of 370 who have been removed to public works, S26 have quali- 
fied themselves for such removal at the end of eight (instead of 
nine) months’ separate imprisonment, by having incurred no punish- 
ment during the whole of that period. There has been no occasion 
for the infliction of corporal punishment. 

The prisoners in the associated class, numbering 68 on an aver- 
age, and composed of the class of tradesmen (shoemakers and 
tailors) who, till the year preceding, had been, as mentioned in 
the previous Report, employed at Philipstown Prison, have gene- 
rally worked industriously and been otherwise regular in their 
conduct. In location, means of employment, exercise, and school- 
ing, '.they are kept entirely separate from the ordinary prisoners, 
without any inconvenience arising to the general purposes of the 
establishment as otherwise a separate confinement prison. The 
prisoners undergoing separation as the first stage of their sentence 
have also worked industriously. They have been employed, as in 
several previous years, at oakum-picking only for the first three 
months, and afterwards at such simple work as boot-closing and 
repairs of clothing, with the exception of practised tailors and 
shoemakers who have been employed at their proper trades hi 
their own cells during the later period of their separation. 

The amount of earnings from the prisoners’ labour is given in 
the Governor’s appended Report. 

The health of the prisoners is favourably reported on by the 
Medical Officer. Rive deaths occurred during the year, of which 
one was caused by suicide, the prisoner having hanged himself 
m his cell. The verdict returned was “ Temporary Insanity," 
and the particulars of the case are given in the Medical Officer’s 
annexed Report. Fifteen prisoners were removed from the prison 
to association at Spike Island, on medical grounds; of these ten 
wore considered by the Medical Officer as giving “ Evidence of 
such a condition of disturbed mental health as to make it appear 
injudicious that they should be submitted, to the cellular disci- 
pline of the prison.” The others were cases of blindness or epi- 
lepsy. 

Ihere has been no alteration in the scale of diet during the 
period of the present Report. Meat is excluded from the pri- 
soners diet during the first four months of their confinement in 
this prison. The tradesmen working in association have a diet 
better than that of the prisoners undergoing separate confinement 
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during any part of such separation, but inferior in quantity to I q 0 0 l ™°7 
the diet of the convicts at Spike Island employed on the public ment 
works. p ^' 

The Chaplains all report in favourable terms of the general Directors' 
disposition of the prisoners to attend to and profit hy the oppor- Rcfisrt. 
trinities afforded them of religious instruction. 

The attention of the prisoners to their school instruction and 

• • 1 • — A* ■£* A 1-v.r +lara 



their progress in learning are satisfactorily reported on by the 

CnkonlmAotnK T\/Tr> M*rS.onr«n in ltio nrmPTPrl I’ll© 



Head Schoolmaster, Mr. M'Gauran, in his annexed Report, 
school is inspected occasionally and reported on by the inspectors 
of National Schools, and their Reports of the state of the school 
and of the attention and qualification of the schoolmasters have 
been favourable. 

There has been no alteration in the staff of the prison since 
the'last Annual Report. 

The buildings have all been maintained in good order and re- 
pair under the Board of Works, and no alterations of any im- 
portance have been found necessary. 

The expenses of the prison have been only such as comprise the 
usual annual expenditure, and the items will be found in the 
Governor’s appended Report. 

LS.Whitty, \ Direetors , 
P. J. Murray, j 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 



Mountjoy Government (Male) Prison 
January, 1864. 

Gentlemen, — In submitting the Statistical Details of this prison for 
the past year, I am again enabled to report most favourably. 

With reference to the system, there has been no change from that 
of the preceding year ; a similar mode of treatment as regards the pri- 
soners has in every respect been observed, and attended alike with the 
same satisfactory results. . 

They were employed as usual — those on probation picking oakum 
for the first three months, and afterwards at slioemaking work, and 
repairin'* clothes in their separate cells ; and the associated class en- 
gaged at their respective trades of tailoring and shoemaking in the 

prison workshops. . , 

Concerning their religious and secular instruction and sanitary state, 
the usual attention has been paid, and the advantage to be derived 
from strict conformity to the regulations duly explained. _ 

In proportion to the daily average number ot prisoners in custody, 
the punishments have been very few, and cases of a grave or aggravated 
nature comparatively rare; in short, the conduct of the prisoners m 
General has been remarkably good-orderly, respectful, and amenable 
to the rules— and out of 370 convicts removed to association in the year 
1 863 326 of these passed only eight, instead of nine mouths in separate 
confinement, owing to the creditable way in which they conducted them- 
selves during their probationary term. 

There were no attempts at escape. . . , 

I have continued to receive the zealous co-operation of the principal 
officers of this establishment in carrying out your directions, and the 
subordinate officers, in general, have properly and efficiently discharged 



Governor 1 * 

Report. 
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“overT T he pri T builclin S. s . lmv « b f en lte P* , in good repair, and two new 
MENT and commodious exercising sheds erected by the Board of Public Work 
Peison. , “ I certify that the rules laid down for the government of the prison 
Governor's bave , been “°™I )U , ed with “ evel 7 instance, except in such cases as 
Report. nave been distinctly reported to, or brought under the notice of, a Diree- 
tor or the Visiting Inspector.” 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

R. D. Spread, Governor. 
To the Directors of Government Prisons, 

&c., &c., &c. 



Classified Statement of the Number of Offences committed by tlie Prisoners 
during the }’ear ended 31st December, ] 8C3. 



Offence. No. 

Communicating and other minor 

offences, - - - - - 75 

Disobedience and insolence, - - 29 

Disorderly conduct, - - - 28 

Assaults on convicts, 4 

Insolence, - 17 

Insubordination, 4 



OlFonee. 

Feigned attempt at suicide, - - 4 

Wilfully damaging prison property, 3 

Assaults on officers, i 

Gross Insubordination, . 2 

Total, - 26 - 



Classification of Crimes for which those Prisoners have been sentenced who 
were received during the year ended 31st December, 1863. 



Crimos. 

Arson, - 

Arson in workhouses, - 
Assault, - 

, , and robbery, - 
Attempt to steal, - 
Appearing armed by night, - 
Ass stealing, - 
Bigamy, - 

Breaking and entering dwelling, 
Burglary, - 

„ and felony, - 

,, and larceny, - 

„ and robbery, - 

Cattle stealing, - 
Cutting and wounding, - 
Embezzlement, - 
Felony, ----- 
Felonious assault, - 
Feloniously wounding, - 
Forgery, - 

Grevious assault, - 
Housebreaking, - 

„ and felony, 

,, and robbery, - 

Highway robbery, 

Horse stealing, - 



No. 
] 5 
3 
7 
7 
1 
2 
2 
3 
3 
24 
1 
2 
11 
21 
2 
1 
15 
3 
5 
2 
9 
5 
5 
1 

10 

7 



Crimes. No. 

Larceny, - - _ - - 45 

,, from the person, - - 13 

,, and previous conviction, 23 
,, and felony, - 4 

Malicious assault, 2 

Manslaughter, - - _ - 7 

Military offences, 9 

Obtaining money under false pre- 
tences, - - 1 

Passing base coin, - 2 

Perjury, I 

Picking pockets, - - - - ]5 

Rape, 8 

Robbery, - - - - - 16 

Receiving stolen goods, - - 13 

Receiving stolen money, - - l 

Sheep stealing, - - 28 

Subsequent felony, - 8 

Sacrilege, - - - 2 

Stealing post-office letters, - - 1 

Soliciting to murder, - - _ 2 

Uttering base coin, - - - 2 

Whiteboy offences, - - - 3 

Writing threatening letters, - 5 

Total, - - - 378 



Number of Prisoners admitted in association during the year ended 
31st December, 1863, and instructed in trades 

Trades. No. 



Tailors, from separation at Mountjoy 
Prison, - - - - -27 

Shoemakers, from separation at 
Mountjoy Prison, - - - 12 

Tailors, from Spike Island Prison, - 2 

Carpenters, 

Smiths, 

Remaining on 31st December, 1862, 64 



Total, - « - 105 | 
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Tradoa. No. 

Removed Tailors, - - 8 

,, Shoemakers, - - - 9 

,, Carpenters, 1 

,, Garden labourers, - - 1 

,, Smiths, - - - - - 

Remaining on 31st December, 1863, 86 



Total, 




of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 



13 



Return of TForx performed in the Tailors’ and Shoemakers’ Department 
during the year ended 31st December, 1863. 



Men’s Eluclicr boots made, 

,, shoes made, 

Women’s shoes made, - 
Officers’ slippers made, 

Frieze slippers made, - 
Specialwork— Men’s boots made, 



No. 

pairs, 104 
,, 1,408 
,, 84 



,, Women’s boots made, 
,, Boys’ boots made, 

, , Clog uppers closed, 
Men’s Blucher boots repaired, 

,, shoes „ 

Women’s shoes „ 

Officers’ slippers „ 

Special work „ 

Uniform top coats made, 

,, frock „ ,, 

,, trow sera ,, 

„ caps ,, 

„ top coats repaired, - 
„ frock „ „ 

„ trowsers ,, 

„ caps ,, 

Drab frieze jackets made, 

,, vests ,, 

,, trowsers ,, 



,, caps 
Gray frieze jackets 



, 87 

, 100 
„ 134 
, 148 

,, 122 
„ 171 
, 360 
„ 28 
,, 634 
„ 134 

,, 158 
- 10 

- 54 

- 128 

- 134 

- 159 

45 

- 67 

- 75 

- 21 

- 543 

- 472 

- 537 

- 334 
-1,181 

- 594 



Gray frieze trowsers made, 

,, ,, caps 

,, ,, braces 

Flannel shirts 
,, drawers 
Monkey jackets 
Tweed trowsers 
Cord „ 

Barragon vests 
Tweed ,, 

,, coats 
, , trowsers 
,, caps 
Boat jackets 
,, shirts 
Cap covers 

Warders’ calico coats . 
Prisoners’ ,, 

,, badges 

,, aprons 

Gray frieze jackets repaired, 
,, vests 

,, trowsers 

,, caps 

Flannels repaired, 

Shirts „ 

Cots ,, 

Jackets faced, 

,, badged, - 



No. 

1,244 



Mount jot 
Govern- 
ment 
Prison. 



, Governor'* 



265 

744 



Repo 



34 

16 

15 

16 
40 

4 

12 

50 

10 

14 

956 

8 

577 

315 

745 

20 

203 

307 

50 

307 

207 



Statement of the Expenditure for the year ended 31st December, 1863. 

HEADS OF SERVICE. •£ s ‘ 

Salaries, - - ----- 3,593 0 4 

Victualling, including officers’ rations, - -2,891 10 10 

Lighting, ------ 

Contingencies, ------ 

Utensils and furniture, - - 

Medicines and surgical instruments, 

Medical comforts (extras for the sick), - 
Gratuities to prisoners, - 



Freights and charges, 

Travelling expenses, 

Prisoners on discharge, 

Prisoners’ clothing, - 

Funeral expenses, 

Washing and soap, 

Cleaning prison, - 

Bedding, ------- 

Officers’ clothing, ------ 

Advertising, - - - - ” " , 

Allowance to officers in charge of the penal class 
of prisoners, ------- 

Rates and taxes, ------ 



673 9 2 
152 4 6 
117 16 6 
87 6 5 

85 15 9 
40 17 1 
18 12 10 
2 7 0 
26 19 1 

- 1,076 15 8 

1 19 0 
_ 206 911 

47 10 3 
15 5 10 

- 269 13 9 

9 6 4 



36 0 0 

40 0 O 



Total, - 



- 9,393 0 3 



Statement of the Numbeh of Coxvicts committal and disposed of, from 
1st January, 1S63, to 31st December, 18M. 



Received from— 

County and City Gaols, - 
Convict Depots, - 
Head Police Office (ticket of 
licence revoked), - 
Military Prisoners, - 



Removed to — 

Convict Depots, - - - 3(7 

Died, - - - - " “ “ 

Discharged, - - - - 21 

Remaining in custody on the 3 1st 
December, 1863, - • 



Total, - 378 | 
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Mou.ntjoy Table allowing the reported Previous Imprisonment of the Pri.„ 
e™- daring the year ended 31st December, re Med 

Prison. Not reported to have been in prison 

before, - 12 o 

Governor's Once, - - - „ . - 72 

Report. Twice, .44 

Three times, _ 34 

Four 22 

2J« 

SlX n 

Seven I. AUWti * ‘ “ - -378 



Eight times, - 
Nine ,, 

Ten „ - - I " 

Ten and under fifteen times I 
1< liteen times and over 
Antecedents not known,” " 

Total, - 



14 

27 



Ages of Prisoners on Conviction, received during the vear m d„> 
31st December, 1863. b B year ended 



Under fifteen years of age, - - ] 

Fifteen, and under twenty, - - 49 

Twenty, and under twenty-five, - 138 
Twenty-five, and under thirty, - 75 

Thirty, and under forty, - _ 74 



Forty, and under fifty, , 
Fifty, and under sixty, - 
Sixty, and over, 

Total, - 



- 17 

- 17 

- 7 

- 378 



Sentences of the Prisoners committed to this Prison during the venr „ a a 
31st December, 1863. 5 year ended 



Fourteen years’ transportation, 
Fifteen „ „ 

Three years’ penal servitude, 
Four 

Five ,, 

Six ,, tj 

Seven ,, 

Married, 119. 
Protestants, 55 . 



• *1 

• tl 

132 

• 56 
64 
21 
44 



Eight years’ penal servitude. 
Ten ty \ 

Fourteen 
Twenty „ 

Life, _ '1 ; 



- 31 

- 12 

- ] 

- 7 

- 378 



Roman Catholics, 319. 



Total, 

Single, 259. 

Presbyterians, 4 



Return showing tho Value of the Productive Labour nf ti,„ 

the number Employed during the year a 



How Employed. 



Tailors, - 

Shoemakers, 

Carpenters, -----11"” 
Smiths, 

Gardeners and labouring work, I 

Tinmen, - 

Net-makers, 

Mop do., - 

^ oakum!*’ Cle -“ DS - Pri8 -° B ' C °° k! " S ’ a " a Peking 
Daily average effective prisoners employed as above 

Da t:ss^: ^ 4 pm -Me to 

Total daily average, 

Total, - 



Daily 
avorngo 
No. em- 
ployed 
303 daya. 



f 104"59 
§99-08 
1-84 
1 - 

14-02 

•89 

•24 

•80 

123-40 



345-86 

24-54 



Estimated valua 
of tho work 
performed. 



£ s. d. 
529 14 4 
332 18 8 
41 16 3 
22 14 6 
212 8 0 



20 4 
5 9 
18 3 



460 19 4 



1,6 44 8 2 



1 S?" 1 ?? H “ 0ffi “ (lienee revoked) 

from date of ^p«on atSJ^o™ 8 m se P arat i»n at ehoemaking work, after three months 
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Mountjot 

MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT. GOVERN- 

MENT 

Mountjoy Prison (Male), Fal5Q!, ~ 
January, 1864. Medical 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour of laying before you a report of the gK* 
sanitary' condition of the Mountjoy (Male) Government Prison during 
the year 1863. 

I am happy to he able to state that during the year now ended the 
health of the inmates has, as compared with former years, been as good 
as usual, and that during this period no outbreak of contagious or epi- 
demic disease has taken place, neither has any case of scurvy occurred. 

Five deaths took place among the prisoners this year. Of these, 
four were the result of pulmonary consumption. In three of these 
cases the disease was of long standing, having probably begun to exist 
before the prisoners were committed to prison. In one the complaint 
was of a more acute kind, having been consequent on typhoid fever, 
from which the patient (P. R., reg. No. 6,263) was convalescing. One 
death was the result of suicide by hanging. This was the tat death 
resulting from this cause which has taken place m this prison since 1 
have been appointed Medical Superintendent in 1857. 

If it be remembered that, from that year to the end of 1863, upwards 
of 3,600 convicts have been admitted to this prison, it will be obvious 
that the per-centage of deaths from this cause is not greater than in 
other communities— not indeed nearly so great as among the soldiers 
of the French army, for instance; which is remarkable, when it is 
borne in mind that in our convict prisons there are always to be found 
not a few persons who occupy that neutral territory, as it were, where 
criminality and insanity almost blend into each other by imperceptible 
decrees. A verdict of temporary insanity was returned by the jury 
who investigated the circumstances in the case alluded to, a verdict in 
the correctness of which I fully concurred. 

That the temporary insanity was not the consequence of the cellular 
discipline followed in this institution is proved by the following facts. 

J M reg. No. 6,156, was admitted to this prison on November 4th, 

1862”; he committed suicide on March 10th, 1863. Thus it appears 
that he had only been four months in the prison, and during this time 
he had been twice admitted to hospital, and was in association with 
others on one occasion for a fortnight at a time. During the tune that 
he was under observation in hospital, I could perceive in his case 
nothin" which could he regarded as evidence of insanity. . 

^individual died in the hospital of the Mountjoy tatag 
the past year, whose death is not registered in the table of rnortol ty. 

At the time of his death he was not a prisoner, his sentence hai mg 
expired some time before ; but the patient, who was sinking from can- 
cerous disease, being too weak to bear removal to &e workhouse hos- 
nital -was permitted to end his days m the hospital of the prison. 

P Fifteen prisoners were recommended for removal from this prison on 
medical grounds during the past year. Of these, four were epileptic, 
one blind, while the remainder gave evidence of such a condition of 
disturbed mental health as to make it appear mjuhcious ^ * ey 
should be submitted to the cellular discipline of this i prison. 

The followin" tables show the comparative state of the health depart- 
ment of th^rison since it was first opened, as well as the monthly 
state of the hospital, diseases of the prisoners, io., during, the ye 
1863 
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MEM' 

Prison. y„„. 


Totnl No. committed 
to this Prison. 


Number admitted 
to Hospital. 


Deaths. 


Officer’s 1850 


962 


253 




Report. 1851 


1,075 


355 




1852 


971 


466 




1853 


1,178 


4 56 




1854 


1,096 


503 




1855 


1,052 


344 




1856 


841 


292 




1857 


756 


295 




1858 


661 


221 




1859 


600 


210 




I860 


499 


182 




1861 


472 


153 




1862 


508 


193 




1863 


378 


144 


5 



Hospital Retuiin for the year 1863. 

Number of Prisoners in custody in this Prison, 1st January, 1863 
Number of Prisoners received in this Prison during the year ’ 
Patients in Hospital, 1st January, 1863, - - „ ’ 

Admitted during the year, ^ 

Discharged, ” 

Removed to Spike Island, - - - I I I I 

Deaths, - 

Remaining in Hospital, 1st January, 1864, „ 



337 

378 

19 

144 



715 

163 



132 

15 

5 

11 



152 



Deaths. 



Rogists 

No. 


Initials 

of 

Names. 


Ago. 


Date of Admission 
to till) 
Hospital. 


Dato of Death. 


Causo of Death. 


6,156 

6,207 

5,900 

6,263 

6,269 


J. M. 
W. R. 
T. D. 

P. K. 
J. H. 


22 

19 

30 

21 

22 


17 tli Feb., 1863, 
15th Sept., 1862, 

28th Aug., 1863, 
7 til May, 1863, 


10th Mar., 1863, 
Kith July, ] 863, 
12 111 Aug., 1863, 

21st Sept., 1863, 
iStUOct., 1863, 


Suicide by hanging. 
Pulmonary consumption. 
Pulmon ary consult) ption 
and fistula in ano. 
Fever. 

Pulmonary consumption. 



Monttot State of Hospital for tlio year 1S63. 



Admitted, 18G3. 




Under 
treatment in 
Hospital. 


Discharged. 


Died. 


Romaining. 


Jan. 1st, in Hospital, 
j. admitted. 


- 18) 
- h; 


33 


16 






February, 

March, 


- - 


36 


21 


_ 


15 


April, - 








8 


1 


20 


May, 






31 


23 


- 


8 


June, - 








8 


- 


12 


July, 




" 




6 


- 


13 


August, 








10 


1 


17 


September, 








10 


1 


13 


October, 








9 


1 


15 


November, 








10 


1 


19 


December, 








14 


- 


12 








12 


- 


lllnHos. 
1st Jan., 1864. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 



Diseases of Prisoners admitted to Hospital during the year 1863. 



Abscess, 

Chorea, 

Contracted finger. 
Diarrhoea, - 
Epileptic, - 
Feverish attacks, 
Hydrocele, 
Haemoptysis, 
Inflamed .Bursae, 



Injury to hand. 
Observation, for, 
Ophthalmia, 
Porrigo capitas, 
Phthisis, - 
Pleuritis, - 
Paralysis, - 
Pneumo-thorax, 
Rheumatism, - 



Suicide by hanging. 
Stricture, - 
Scrofulous glands, 
Syphilis, - 
Tumor on scalp, 
Whitlow, - 
Urticaria, - 

Total, 



Total number of individuals admitted tohospital during theyear, 104 

f »» . >1 prisoners prescribed for in the prison. - - 3,273 

# J Individual prisoners that had change of diet, - - - 21 

» that had extra diet, .... 

^ >» that had extra exercise, _ - - 72 



Prisoners removed during the year 1863 on Medical Grounds. 



Regis- 

try 

No. 


Initials 

of 

Name. 


recommending. ! Observations on case, as made in letter recommending 
1863. j removal. 


6126 


A. R., . 


Jan* 24, 


He is one of those cases which I hesitate to pro- 
nounce to be absolutely insane; yet he is sub- 
ject to delusions— fancies poison is put in his 
food, and lias on one occasion been so violent 
as to require the treatment of the padded cell. 
On these grounds I consider him unfit for the 
cellular discipline of this prison. 

He lias had an attack of acute mania, from 
which he has now recovered ; but when anyone 
has once had such an attack, I consider 'that 
it would be inj udicious to submit them to the 
cellular discipline. 


6143 


D. D-, . 


Jan. 24, 


6279 


H. T., . 


Feb. 17, 


Suffers from epilepsy, and is, consequently, 
unfit for the cellular discipline. 


6177 


H.orO.L., 


March 14, . 


Of doubtful sanity. 


6224 


J. G., . 


March 23, . 


Formerly au inmate of a lunatic asrlum. 


6249 


P. K., . 


March 23, . 


The subject of delusions — fancying poison is nut 
in his food, and very odd iu manner and ap- 
pearance. 


6167 


J. M‘C. . 


March 23, . 


Deformed, violent, and irritable; verv eccentric. 


6101 


P. M-C., 


March 2S, . 


Epileptic ; formerly sent away on account of 
this disease. 


6245 


J. F., . 


March 23, . 


Epileptic. 


6378 


J. S., . 


April 30, . 


Subject to epilepsy. 


5830 


B. R., . 


June 16, . 


He is in an unsettled state of mind, and, in my 
opinion, unfit for association in the trades 
division of this prison. 


6295 


M. R., . 


Oct. 24, . 


A prisoner of a melancholy, gloomy character, 
sullen and morose, and, in my opinion, no 
longer fit for cellular discipline. 


6457 


T. M., . 


Oct. 24, . 


Blind. 


6523 


H.Q. orIL, 


Oct. 24, . 


So eccentric and fanciful as to be of doubtful 
sauity, and, in consequence, unfit for cellular 
discipline. 


6543 


T. M., . 


Dec. 10, . 


He is a very eccentric character, and, in my 
opinion, not suited for the cellular discipline. 



The health of the officers has been in general satisfactory. From a 
return showing the number of days that officers on sick leave have 
been absent from duty during the year, it appears that, estimating the 
entire staff, an average of rather less than thirteen days per man gives 
the period of absence from duty on account of illness. So far as my 



* Cases of a trifling character, not requiring to he admitted to hospital for treatment. 

B 
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experience extends, I can state tliat the warders connected with this 
prison show little disposition to shrink from performing their duties 
unless compelled to do so by serious illness ; and it is very gratifying 
to me to be able to say, as I can do most truthfully, that I have never 
(with but. one single exception, in the case of an individual who has 
since quitted the service) met with any attempts on the part of the 
warders to shirk duty on the ground of feigned illness. 

The Apothecary's department lias been well administered by Mr. 
Ward, whose prompt attendance, at all times when required, has con- 
tributed much to the good working of the hospital department. Of the 
attention, zeal, and efficiency of Hospital Warder Robert Haughton, I 
have but to say, as I have said on former occasions, that I cannot speak 
too highly. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Robert M'Donnell, m.d. 

To the Directors of Irish Convict Prisons. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Government (Male) Prison, 
January, 1804. 

Gentlemen, — In presenting to you a report of my work and ex- 
perience in this prison for the past year, I do so with sincere thank- 
fulness for the many happy results of the system adopted there, and 
the wise and judicious manner in which it is carried out by the officers. 
In former reports I observed on the remarkable fact that some men, 
who have gone through a course of “ penal servitude” under the old 
system, were so little reformed thereby as to have relapsed into their 
evil courses ; and that yet the same men, when reconvicted, were so 
changed under the new system, so happily commenced in 1856, that I 
felt perfectly confident that they would never again walk in the paths 
of crime. Since I made that statement very many such cases have 
come under my observation, especially within the last two years. I 
have all their names recorded. Tlicir conduct in the other Govern- 
ment Prisons, after they completed their term of probation here, has 
in every instance borne out my anticipations; and in those of them 
who have been discharged I have not been disappointed in a single 
case. My experience leads me to conclude, beyond doubt, that this is 
entirely owing to the perfect individiudimtion of the men during the first 
eight months of their penal servitude. That is the great opportunity 
of presenting to those men the religious and moral motives which alone 
can change their minds, and of doing so in the mode and measure 
suited to the idiosyncrasy of each individual. So various are the springs 
ot action in the human heart that it is manifestly absurd to expect that a 
moral change can be produced in men by any instrumentality em- 
ployed upon them in classes. They may, by such, be drilled into perfect 
subordination, and to a diligent attention to external duties, but 
that will last only as long as the controlling power is in operation ; a 
changed heart alone can produce permanent fruits of reformation. Now, 
I speak from personal experience of thirty-three years of prisoners 
and generally ot the lower classes ; there is in every heart some chord 
which will respond if touched — some dormant feeling that is not always 
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impossible to awaken — let those be sought out and ascertained, and a 
way is opened into that heart. 

Never could there be a better opportunity for so doing than when a 
man is placed here in his solitary cell. He is removed from all those 
influences by which his passions were wont to be excited and his mind 
Kept from reflection. Pie has leisure to think. In solitude — unbroken 
save by the call to school or silent exercise — his mind becomes free to 
deal honestly with him, so that he can soon take right views of his 
former career. My visits, and the books with which 1 supply him, give 
him food for thought. He likes them ; at first, perhaps, only because 
they relieve the monotony of his solitary hours; gradually he becomes 
interested in them. They begin to influence his mind ; and I am 
happy to be able to state that, in many cases, lie becomes altogether 
a new man. “ Old things are passed away and all things are become 
new.” In all my long ministerial experience I never had so much cause 
for rejoicing over the conversion of sinners as I have had in this prison 
since my appointment to it in August, 1859 ; and I doubt not that my 
predecessor had the same happy results of his ministry subsequent to 
1856. 

Up to that period every man, on his arrival here, was supplied with 
abundance of employment ; he set himself sedulously to work ; it oc- 
cupied his mind so that, in attending to it, he could "banish reflection. 
The necessity of thinking was avoided ; and so, while liis external con- 
duct was satisfactory, his mind was unchanged and his heart unaffected. 
In 1 856 the happy change was made by which all work was withdrawn 
from the prisoners — save the picking of oakum— a thing so merely me- 
chanical as to require no attention or exercise of mind whatsoever. 
Thus the man was left free — nay, forced — to think ; and I am certain 
that this alone would be sufficient to account for the difference in the 
effect upon individuals. It was therefore, with great regret I saw, 
about three years since, the introduction of a new practice by which 
every man is put to tailoring or shoemaking at the expiration of three 
months from his first arrival here. I feared the result would be to re- 
tard or destroy the reformatory process in their minds, and my anti- 
cipations have been realized. Just at the period when a man’s mind has 
become settled down to reflection, and he has begun to acquire a habit 
of thoughtfulness, the introduction of employment, requiring close atten- 
tion, turns his thoughts into another channel, and he is enabled to 
avoid that reflection which is so distasteful to him, though so wholesome. 
The few who were tailors or shoemakers before their committal return 
with delight to their former employment. The great majority — who 
know nothing of either trade — take to it as a pastime ; it varies the 
monotony of their lonely hours ; it procures for them frequent visits 
from the trades instructors, to teach them the rudiments ot a trade which 
they never intend to follow, and which they will lay aside entirely in 
five or six months, on their arrival at Spike Island ; and thus they waste, 
not only a large quantity of materials, but those still more valuable 
hours, which, if devoted to reading and reflection, might have laid the 
foundation of their conversion from the love of evil. And every year 
confirms my conviction in what I expressed in many former reports, that, 
if a man leave this prison, when his period of separation is completed, 
without having his mind impressed and his views changed, it is vain 
to hope that any impovement can be made, or any great change effected 
in liis future stages of penal servitude. If he do not learn to “think 
while here in solitude there is little probability of his doing so when iully 
occupied every day in an “ associated” prison. And I suppose that by 

' * 7' 2 



Mount jot 
Govern- 
ment 
Prison'. 

Protestant 

Chaplain's 

Report, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




MO UNIJOY 

Govern- 

ment 

Prison. 

Protestant 

Chaplain's 

Report, 



-0 Tenth Annual Report of the Directum 

this time it is universally acknowledged that— since all convicts must be 
liberated at home and again returned upon society — the welfare of the 
public is best consulted by sending them out reformed, rather than 
merely punished — perhaps frightened — certainly hardened. 

During the past year several of my flock (being tradesmen) have 
been placed in association in the workrooms here, instead of passing 
on to Spike Island, the number of my congregation has, therefore,' been 
during the year, fully double the average which I had under my care 
previous to the abolition of Philipstown Prison and the transferhither 
of all the tradesmen in the “ associated classes.” This lias enabled 
me to test the opinion I had formed of each on the expiration of his 
term of “ separate confinement/’ by observation of his course when 
allowed to mix with his fellow-prisoners at work and exercise. In no 
case did I find myself mistaken in my judgment as to the degree of 
his improvement during the period he spent in “ separation while it 
has impressed me more than ever with the wisdom of the system to 
which convicts are subjected in Ireland. The four stages of penal ser- 
vitude, viz., (I) total separation, (4) hard labour under strict supervi- 
sion, (3) hard labour with a relaxation almost amounting to simi-liberty, 
and (4) actual liberty but still under surveillance — are admirably 
adapted to test each man in his progress. As he advances from one 
stage to another the reality of his improvement can be judged by the 
use he makes of the opportunities thus gradually afforded him of ex- 
hibiting his real character. Each stage gives scope for the develop- 
ment of mental and moral features, which in the preceding stages were 
not brought to light. And it is not very difficult when a man is about 
to be finally discharged to prognosticate what his future conduct will 
be. 

A proportion of the men are, at the time of their arrival at this 
prison, very illiterate; and doubtless this is a great impediment to their 
mental and moral improvement. They have here a well-appointed 
school, with most efficient and zealous teachers, but most of the school 
hours are occupied with the men who need no mere school teaching at all, 
for the great majority were sufficiently educated to qualify them for moral 
instruction before their committal, and thus the school-time available is 
utterly insufficient for those who cannot even read fairly and intelligently, 
and who should be taught in very small classes, if not individually. I 
alluded to this subject in my report for 180*4, and beg leave again 
earnestly to commend it to your consideration. 

I thank you much for the excellent supply of books you were so good 
as to send me last summer to form a lending library of general instruc- 
tion, in addition to the religious books, for the men who are in the 
“ associated classes” here. 1 have already seen the good effects ofpro- 
\ iding those men with that wholesome kind of literature which tends to 
generate a taste for mental improvement. Those classes, being con- 
fined, in their cells when the hours of work are over, require some food 
for tneir minds, and when they mix with their follows at exercise such 
reading affords subjects for conversation which might otherwise 
degenerate into much less improving topics. Experience has taught 
me that for tradesmen a taste for reading is an admirable safeguard 
against the love of company, to which such men are naturally addicted; 
and that the man who has been led to relish mental enjoyments is 
proportionately led to disrelish the conversation and the companionship 
he would meet with in the public-house. And surely to none can such 
a preservative be more essential than to the convict returning to mix 
with the world once more. 
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In my own department no matter of detail, which may not be com- Mocstjot 
prised within the scope of the preceding observations* has occurred GnvEIi!! - 
during the past year. The services, 4c„ have been regularly carried on S 
in the manner specified in preceding reports. ‘ .“ 

Every officer appears to me to he sincerely anxious for the improve- 
ment of the prisoners ; and a tone pervades the whole establishment 
greatly calculated to further that all-important object ; and I feel mv 
work greatly facilitated by the kind and cordial co-operation I received 
trom the Governor, Chief Warder, and, in short, without exception, 
from every officer with whom I have occasion to do business. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Thomas E. Shore, Protestant Chaplain. 

The Directors of Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Roman 

Catholic 

Mount joy Male Prison, Chaplain's 
January 6, 1864. ReporL 

Gentlemen, — I beg to place in your hands my report for the year 
1863. It gives me great pleasure to be able to submit, in general, a 
satisfactory report regarding the religious and moral condition of the 
men committed to my care. They paid great attention, during the 
year, to the religious instruction, and complied, after due preparation, 
with their other religious duties in a manner truly edifying. I 
have to report that on an average twelve per cent, of the prisoners 
entering Mountjoy for the first time were found lamentably ignorant 
of religion, and that considerable care was required in order to instruct 
them in the mysteries of faith, and give them a knowledge of the essen- 
tial Christian duties. Besides teaching such prisoners as were found 
extremely ignorant of their religion, separately, in the cells, I had 
them formed into a special class, to which I gave suitable instruction 
once each week. In discharging my duties in public, and in visiting 
the prisoners privately in the cells. I found them, nearly always, docile 
and respectful. Every facility, I am happy to say, was afforded me in 
the discharge of my duties ; and I desire to record my sense of grati- 
tude to the Governor, and to all the officers of the prison, without one 
exception, for the uniform kindness which I experienced in my inter- 
course with them. 

I regret it is not in mv power to speak in terms equally satisfactory 
of the school arrangements in the prison. For many years four teachers 
were engaged in the education of the prisoners of Mountjoy ; now 
there are only three. Of the four teachers, three were Roman 
Catholic, giving thus a very fair proportion of Catholic teachers to 
the Catholic prisoners, who usually averaged about four-fifths of the 
prisoners. At present two of the three teachers are non-Catholic, 
although the Catholic prisoners are eighty-five per cent. In other 
words, Mountjoy Prison, containing 4‘45 Catholic prisoners, has only 
one Catholic teacher ; whilst the same prison, with only seventy-five 
non-Catholic prisoners, has two non-Catholic teachers. But I must 
also call attention to the fact, that of the three teachers the Catholic is 
the lowest. I am sure the Directors do not intend it, but the effect 
will not be the less certain, viz., to degrade Catholicity in the eye* o! 
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the Catholic prisoners. To moke matters worse, the head teacher 
was a Catholic, and renounced his religion whilst engaged in teaching 
the Catholic prisoners. This is a manifest source of temptation to the 
Catholics in contact with him. Facts are more impressive than words ■ 
and the example, especially of a teacher, must constantly say to his 
pupils — “ As I have done, do you likewise.” But what I have to com- 
plain of most is, that the Protestant teachers do not confine themselves 
to the Protestant prisoners ; they teach the Catholics also ; and what 
is most objectionable of all, the head teacher, who, as I mentioned 
has ceased to be a Catholic, is permitted to hold private intercourse 
with Catholic prisoners during school time. For these reasons I am 
convinced that the administration of the school, as at present conducted 
is unfavourable to the interest of the convict service, and pregnant with 
evil for the Kornan Catholic convict, tending to destroy, lessen or at 
least, endanger liis faith. I have no hesitation in giving it as my de- 
cided opinion, that the prison school, with its present staff of teachers 
is a place which would be full of danger to persons of a higher decree 
of virtue and steadiness than weak and fallen creatures such as convicts 
must be. It is a state of things which, I am persuaded, no Catholic 
chaplain, or even layman, having any concern for the faith and salvation 
of the Catholic prisoners, would be content with. In laying before you 
the foregoing facts and observations I am, I assure you, animated by 
no motive or spirit other than zeal to fulfil my strict duty and to pro- 
mote the good of the service to which I have the honour to belong. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

, Michael Cody, R. C. Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Gastlo. 



Copt of Diiracroa’s Letter referring to the latter part of the above Report. 

Government Prisons Office, Dublin Castle, 
May 20, ISM. 

® IR ! Dm Directors have bail under consideration the observations in tile latter part of 
yom annual report for the past year, relative to circumstances connected with the school 
in Mountjoy Male 1 rison. The Directors are desirous of meeting your wishes ns far os 
practicable in the matter yon refer to, anil will bear it in mind when opportunity offers of 
malting any different arrangement. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) I. S. Worm-. 

The Rev. M. Cody, R. Cutliolic Chaplain, 

Mountjoy Male Convict Prison, 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Government Male Convict Prison, 
Lublin, January, 18(34. 

Gentlemen, — In accordance with your direction, I beg to furnish 
my prison report for the past year. But. lengthened details are unne- 
cessary, as the events of the year just closed resembled so much those 
ot the preceding year in my department of duty, that I might content 
myself with referring you to my last report. 

During the year the prisoners in my charge were few in number, and 
most oi them belonging to the class who are not hardened in crime, 
nt, having been overcome by the temptations of the world, yielded, 
and incurred the serious penalty of penal servitude. On the greater 
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number, I am fully convinced, prison discipline and instruction exercised Mountjoy 
a salutary influence, preventing, it is to be hoped, a relapse into crime ^ 0VERS ' 
in future. jS, 

My ordinary duties during the year were discharged in the prison as 

usual. Divine service, in person, or by an approved substitute, was 
performed on every Lord's day, without exception, and prison visitation Chaplains 
in the cells sedulously attended to. In this latter department I had Kt^ort. 
much satisfaction; and the prisoners being few iu number, I was able, 
as formerly, to individualize them, learning their antecedents, characters, 
and habits; exercising' a kindly weekly inspection over them all, and 
giving such instruction, and suggesting such motives of conduct as I 
deemed peculiarly suited to each. So grateful were several of the pri- 
soners, and, I trust, so impressed with the precious truths of the Word 
of God, that they were affected to tears on taking leave for removal 
elsewhere. Others were apparently but little impressed or improved. 

Few as they were, I find they were natives of the three great divisions 
of the United Kingdom. Two were from Scotland, one was an English- 
man, and the rest from the north of Ireland, with the exception of those 
that, during the year, made a change in their religious profession within 
the prison walls. To the last class, or rather to the regulation regarding 
such change of religious profession, I beg to call your attention, as I 
apprehend matters are not altogether satisfactory in this respect. 

I regularly examined the prisoners as to their progress in school 
learning, and, admitting and admiring the enthusiasm and talent of the 
respected superintendent of the school in his work, in conjunction with 
liis assistants, I believe some improvement might be effected, so as to 
secure the fuller instruction of those who enter the prison in almost, if 
not entire, ignorance of the very elements of learning, who, in some 
eases, have not made satisfactory- progress. 

The health of the men under my care during the year was, in general, 
very good, so that I have not been called to visit the hospital for many 
months past. 

In conclusion, I have to observe that the administration of prison 
affairs during the year, seemed, within the limits of my observation, to 
be, in general, highly satisfactory' and successful ; and the courtesy and 
attention of all the officials with whom I had intercourse, in the dis- 
charge of duty, were, as heretofore, most gratifying, and highly con- 
ducive to my comfortable discharge of prison obligations. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William Wilson, Presbyterian Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Male Prison. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit my ninth annual report. 

During the past year, the prisoners in general were very attentive, 
and evinced an eagerness to learn. As in former years, there were ex- 
ceptions, but the number was comparatively scarcely any. ^ 

The great majority who passed through the prison during the past 
year made satisfactory progress Those who exhibited no trace of im- 
provement belonged, for the most part, to the imbecile or weak-minded 
class of prisoners. A few were physically incapacitated to learn fioui 
deafness, defective vision, Ac. 



Head 

School- 

waster's 

Report. 
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Mount.toy Table showing the Progress of the Prisoners* who passed thnrnol. nr . 
G ?.™' Male Prison to Spike Island during the Year ended S Ht T?° g h,M 0mit j°y 



Govs on 

MENT 

Prison 

Head 

School- 

master's 

Report. 



Subjects exam mod upon, and Degree of 
Proficicnoy attained. 


Numbers. 


Por-contages. 


Admission. 


Removal. 


Admission. 


Removal. 


Reading — 











Not able, - 


119 


31 




9-0 

38-5 

52*5 


Badly, _ 

Fairly, - 


92 

132 


132 
. 180 


26-8 

38-6 


Writing — 










Not able, - 


174 


62 


50-7 


18-1 
23 '3 
68-6 


Badly, - 

Fairly, - 


13<> 

33 


80 

201 


39*7 

9-6 


Arithmetic — 










Not able to make figures, 


230 


134 




39-1 

33*2 


Acquainted with part of S. Rules, 


68 


114 




Acquainted with part of C. Rules, 


28 


34 




Acquainted with Proportion, &c., 


17 


61 


S’O 


17-8 



Tlie foregoing table shows that a little more than one-third of the 
prisoners upon admission were unable to read; that upon removal the 
number was not quite one-tenth ; that a little over one-half were unable 
to write upon entering ; that something less than one-fifth were unable 
to write upon removal ; that a little more than two-thirds were ignorant 
of arithmetic coining in; and that more than one-third were ignorant 
of arithmetic when leaving. These numbers apply only to the prisoners 
in separation ” passing on to “ association and hence it is necessary 
to hear in mind, in order to get a correct estimate of their value, the 
period of school attendance, viz., eight mouths— a period rather limited 
to admit of making any very satisfactory results. 

Increased experience having pointed out the expediency of a different 
distribution of the school masters, I accordingly made a change in this 
respect, which 1 confidently anticipate will tell very perceptibly on the 
table of progress for the coming year. 

The prisoners continue to receive instructions on the system of 
marks, &c., to which they are subjected, and learn with great avidity 
urn regulations which govern if, and (lie principles on which it is based. 
I his portion of my duty is the pleasantest and, in its results, the most 
productive ; in fact, it is the key which unlocks the prisoner’s better 
parts, and makes him earnest in co operating with the authorities in 
tlie all-important work of reformation. 

In conclusion, I beg to tender my best thanks to the Governor for his 
uniform courtesy ; to the Chief Warder for his cordial co-operation ; and 
to the principal warders for the willing assistance they rendered me in 
the discharge of my duties. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 



Ild ward M‘Gauhan, Head Schoolmaster. 



The Directors of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 



incapacitated to learn any of the above 



nrhh'eire of nTf f 11 ^. halsoin chides prisoners not allowed (on special grounds) the 

fj ' h .°i ’ b "‘ ,t . doe V? t Include prisoners removed on medical grounds 
neither does it inclmlftTl expiration of the usunl period of probation, viz., eight months; 
assign ed^in my last report. pr "“" 6rs rem<md to Smithfield Intermediate Prison, for the reason 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Conn'd Prisons in Ireland. 



25 



SPIKE ISLAND PRISON. Spike 

Island 

. Pbison. 

This prison, which for many years was used exclusively as one 
for convicts associated for employment on the public works, re- 
ceives also now, according to the arrangement rendered necessary 
by the closing of Philipstown Prison, as described in the last 
annual report, the invalid prisoners physically unfit for hard 
labour', the weak-minded prisoners, and those considered medically 
unfit to undergo the stage of separate confinement in Mountjoy 
Prison. This necessary change, though inconvenient for purposes 
of discipline, has been successfully carried out under the arrange- 
ments that have been made by the Governor and Medical Officer, 
and the prisoners unfit for hard labour on the works have been 
constantly employed in some other manner suited to their different 
capabilities. 

The conduct of the prisoners has been generally good throughout 
the year, notwithstanding the mixture of the above varied classes 
of prisoners, which has been in some degree unavoidable owing to 
the construction and general arrangement of most of the buildings 
(originally military barracks). The great advantage to the general 
discipline of separating the known worst characters from the great 
body of the prisoners, and working them apart under more strin- 
gent discipline, has been fully proved by the practice at this prison. 

It has thus been found practicable to maintain effective discipline 
for several years almost without recourse to corporal punishment, 
the only exceptions being in the present year, in which it was con- 
sidered' necessary to demonstrate, on the occasion of two cases of 
violent assault by individual prisoners, that this description of 
severe punishment could still be resorted to. 

The officers of this prison have for the most part conducted 
themselves in a satisfactory manner ; and there has been only one 
instance in which it has been necessary to have recourse to dis- 
missal for misconduct. Owing to the increased number of prisoners, 
and the re-occupation as a convict station of Fort Carlisle, an 
increase of eleven warders became necessary within the year. The 
former Chaplains and Medical Superintendent, who were pensioned 
on the withdrawal of the convicts from this station in 1861, have 
now resumed their duties. The other changes were only the ordi- 
nary casualties incidental to the service, and they have been pro- 
vided for in the interval between the occurrence of a vacancy 
and the appointment of an approved candidate to fill it, by the 
authorized employment of temporary warders engaged at weekly 
wages, an arrangement that has satisfactorily remedied the incon- 
venience that would otherwise arise from the delay in filling such 
vacancies incidental to the requirements of the Civ il fieri ice 
Examination. 

The convicts have been employed in the usual manner on the 
fortifications and other public works on Spike Island, and m 
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work for the Naval and Military Departments on Haulbowlin 
Island. _ In the last month of the year the application of convict 
labour in the completion of the fortifications at the entrance to 
Cork Harbour having been considered desirable by the IVar De 
partment, Fort Carlisle was again re-occupied as a detached convict 
station, and arrangements made for the location there of about 
200 prisoners. The site occupied by the iron huts formerly put 
up at this station being required for the erection of new batteries 
the huts were removed to a convenient position within the present 
fort, and are nearly ready for the reception of prisoners. Some 
further accommodation for the increased number of prison officers 
(which the larger number of prisoners now to be employed here 
will require) is necessary, and has been applied for to the War 
Department. It is contemplated also to employ convict labour in 
the completion of the fortifications at Fort Camden, a former 
convict station at the opposite side of the entrance to the harbour. 

The prisoners not actually employed on the Public Works have 
been those only whose labour was necessary for prison purposes, or 
who being invalids and incapable of hard labour were necessarily 
employed in oakum-picking or other suitable occupation. 

The prisoners in general have worked industriously throughout 
the year, and the estimated value of their labour is given in the 
appendix to the Governor’s annexed report. The nature of the 
labour being such as to render a great part of it incapable of actual 
measurement, it has been only practicable, as in previous years, to 
arrive at a calculation of its value by taking as a measure the com- 
puted cost of hiring labour for the works in such a locality. 

There lias been no alteration in the diet of either of the two 
different classes of convicts confined in this prison, able-bodied or 
invalids, throughout the year. 

The general health of the prisoners lias been good. The ex- 
ceptions to good health and the causes of ten deaths which have 
occurred are particularized in the Medical Officer’s annexed 
report. The medical requirements and general treatment of the 
invalids and weak-minded pirisonors who are necessarily confined 
in Spike Island since the closing of Pliilipistown Prison, have been 
carefully and successfully attended to by Dr. Kelly, the Medical 
Officer of the establishment, and it is due to the 'Governor, Mr. 
Hay, and to that officer, to state that under their superintendence 
tile difficulties inseparable from the location at this prison of the 
invalid prisoners removed there from Philipstown Prison, have been 
very successfully dealt with. 

Ihe general duties of Mr. Hay have been increased by the 
larger number of prisoners now confined in Spike Island, and the 
introduction of the invalid class, but have been very satisfactorily 
performed by him, and he has received very efficient assistance 
from the chief warder, Mr. Sporle, and the pu’incipal warders. 
In consequence of the intended re-occupation of the detached 
prisons in Cork Harbour, it lias become necessary that one of the 
two Inspectors should reside in the district and give a general 
superintendence, as was the case when they were formerly occupied. 

Ihe Chaplains report favourably on the religious and moral 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Coii fir I Prisons in Inland. 



condition of the prisoners of their several congregations, and of 
their attention to religious instruction. The Rev. Dr. Kertlanii p BIS0X . 
succeeded, in the month of August, the Rev. Mr. Gibson, as Pres- B .— rs . 
byterian Chaplain of the prison. _ _ /c,,,,-. 

Mr. Harold, the principal schoolmaster, speaks favourably in his 
annexed report of the attention, progress, and general conduct of 
the prisoners attending school ; and the Directors have every reason 
to be satisfied with the zeal and exertions of himself and the 
schoolmasters yvho assist him. The school is visited every year by 
the Local Inspector of the National Schools, who has reported 
favourably of the manner in which it is conducted and of the 
results. 

The expenses of the prison have been only those of the ordinary 
and necessary description, and the usual account of them is given 
in the appendix to the Governor’s annexed report. 

The buildings are all maintained in good repair and condition, 
and, with the exception already mentioned, of the necessary re- 
moval and re-erection of the iron huts at Fort Carlisle, no alteration 
of any of the buildings has been required during the year. 



I. S. Whitty, 
P. J, Murray, 



1 



Directors. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 

Report. 

Spike Island Government Prison, January, 1S04. 



Gestlemen, — I have the honour to submit my annual report for the 
past year, together with the usaal statistics and returns. 

The staff of warders had to be considerably increased during the year, 
consequent on the increase in the number of convicts and the re-opening 
of Port Carlisle as a detached prison. 

Of the subordinate officers, Warder Eccles, a steady good officer, died 
suddenly in hospital, four resigned the service, three were discharged on 
medical grounds, one struck off the staff, one discharged as unfit for the_ 
service and one only dismissed for misconduct. The general conduct ot 
the officers was very satisfactory, and, with some few exceptions, they 
were zealous and assiduous in the performance of their duties. 

I have pleasure also in bearing testimony to the efficient and diligent 
manner in which the chief warder and the principal warders discharged 



tlieir respective duties. 

Three hundred and seventy-three convicts were received during the 
year, and 187 disposed of, leaving au increase at the end of the year ot 180 

over the previous year. . 

No change from former years has taken place in the nature of the 
works on which the convicts were employed viz., levelling and forming 
the glacis, adding to the accommodation of the Fort, and various woiks 
in connexion with the defences as ordered and earned out under he 
superintendence of the Royal Engineer Department A small number 
were also, as heretofore, employed at Haulbowline by the haral and 
Ordnance Departments on that island. And on the 4th December last. 
Fort Carlisle was re-opened as a detached prison, on the application of 
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the War Department for convict labour 
Fort for the defence of the harbour. 



on the works in progress at that 



Daily average number of prisoners on the Public Works 
Estimated value of their labour, . . ’ 

Invalids and irresponsible picking oakum for Naval De- 
partment, daily average. . 

Estimated value of tlieir labour, * 



Daily average on the prison works, trades, &c., 
Estimated value of their labour, 

Total estimated value of labour for the year, 



£ s. d. 



1 3,046 7 3 



13,667 16 6 
127 

3,098 3 6 
16,766 0 0 



The prisoners’ earnings were credited in accordance with the usinl 
approv ed rates. 

. sentences were carried out in strict accordance with the rales and 
in no instance, to my knowledge, was any unnecessary severity permitted 
in the treatment of the prisoners. J r 

Nothing beyond repairs of a trifling nature has been done to the prison 
buildings, their condition at present calls for no observations, and I am 
not aware oi any alterations being required. 

Ill January a prisoner attempted to escape by swimming to the main- 
land. He was, however, immediately missed off the works and pursued ■ 
seeing which, he turned round and swam back to the Island A similar 
attempt was made by another prisoner in the month of March, but he was 
also recaptured before he had reached the mainland. This last prisoner 
was tried by the civil power, and awarded six months’ additional im- 
prison meut for the offence. 



The general conduct and hearing of the prisoners was, on the whole 
considered very satisfactory ; and, except in individual cases, there was no 
opposition to the rules and discipline of the prison, nor was there any 
occurrence calling for special notice. J 

1 be strict discipline enforced on the moil in the penal and probation 
labour classes, and the very monotonous nature of their employment, 
continued as it is in some cases for several months, deter the evil-disposed 
from yielding to the natural bent of tlieir passions, and the would-be 
rdlers from persisting in their course. I feel convinced that no other 
kinds of punishment have been so deterrent in tlieir effect or so beneficial 

a heir results as the general discipline of the prison. Corporal punish- 
ment was inflicted in two instances, one a caso of an assault on a warder, 
and the other for assaulting a fellow-prisoner. 

Iam able to speak from personal observation and knowledge to the 
orderly conduct and attention of the prisoners while attending religious 

(•rmrl^Vr 118 ’ aS ' ? 30 oohool-hours, a complaint or report for mis- 

conduct from either place being very rare 

Considerable care and attention were bestowed on the weak-minded and 
l,n,?t° n i l ° f P' 1B0ners > wll °i in ™ associated prison of this kind, 
r . f ted e ' n P ,0 J c > 1 unt i° r very unfavourable circumstances; 
* f.i” ? casua lty '"t-ving occurred either among themselves or 
ho.n S.~f u ‘ e j .Pieseuce m the prison, is the host proof of tlieir having 
- e u y an judiciously dealt with by all parties concerned, 
iiier. were ten deaths among the prisoners ; but on this head and that 
will deaf more My b ° f prlsoners ’ tbe report of the Medical Officer 
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If not irregular I would here suggest, for the consideration of the Spike 
Directors, the advantage which, speaking from some years’ experience p^oy. 

and observation of the present system, I fully believe would be derived 

from the appointment of an experienced officer, as superintendent of Governor's 
works under the Prison Department, capable of receiving instructions Re P orl ‘ 
from, and carrying out the orders arid plans of the Royal Engineer De- 
partment as regards works in progress by convict labour. I feel con- 
vinced that such an officer in charge on the works would be found of very 
great advantage to both departments. 

I hereby certify that the rules laid down for the government of the 
prison have been complied with during the past year, except in such 
cases as have been reported to, or brought under the notice of, the Inspector 
or the Directors. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Peter Hay, Governor. 



The Directors of Irish Government Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 



Return showing the Crimes of 901 Convicts in Custody, 31st December, 18G3. 



Murder, - - - 

Shooting at with intent to murder, 
Manslaughter, - - 

Stabbing, cutting, and wounding, - 

Assault and robbery. 

Highway robbery, - 
Felonious, malicious, grievous, and 
other assaults, - 

Rape, - 

Administering poison, 

Forgery and uttering, 

Forging post-office order and steal- 
ing post-office letter, 

Stealing post-office letters, - 
Arson, - - ' 

Burglary, and burglary and former 
conviction, - 

Burglary and robbery, - - 

Housebreaking, and housebreaking 
and robbery, - 

Robbery, - * 

Felony, and felony and previous con- 
viction, - - ' 

Larceny, and larceny and previous 
conviction, - 

Stealing from the person, - 
Larceny from person and stabbing, 
Receiving stolen goods, 

Receiving stolen money, - - 

Sacrilege, - . - ' . . " 

Being found at night with imple- 
ments of housebreaking with in- 
tent to commit a felony, - - 

Feloniously demanding money and 
having a stolen gun in possession, 
Appearing in arms and attempting 
to compel to quit. 



15 

5 

22 

10 

1(1 

18 

44 

21 

3 
1) 

2 

4 
40 



70 

32 

17 

25 

1SS 

61 

2 

29 

1 

4 



Appearing in arms, and breaking 
into a house. 

Appearing in arms, and taking a gun, 
Assaulting dwelling, 

Wluteboy offence, - 
Ribbon ism, - 

Aiding a prisoner to escape, 

Larceny and prison breach, 
Returning from transportation be- 
fore expiration of sentence, 
Bestiality, - - - 

Placing a piece of wood on a railway, 
Coining and uttering base coin. 
Feloniously having base coin in pos- 
session with intent to utter, 
Making and having in possession a 
press for coinage. 

Obtaining money under false pre- 
tences, - 

Embezzlement, ~ 

Malicious injury to machinery , 
Bigamy, - " 

Sending threatening notice, . - 
Writing, and writing and sending 
threatening letters, - - 

Cattle stealing, and cattle stealing 
and former conviction. 

Cow stealing and malicious assault 
on prosecutor, - 
Horse stealing, 

Ass stealing, - 

Sheep stealing, 

Vagrancy, - 
Perjury, - 
Military offences, - 



Total, 



3 

1 

10 



1 

3 
1 

4 

3 

1 

2 

0 

3 

4 
2 

6 

21 

1 

4 

40 

1 

1 

57 

901 
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Return showing the Number of Convicts in Custody, committed and dUnnc^i 
of, for the Year ending 3 1st December, 1863. 1 1 



1st January, 1863 — 
In custody, - 
Committed from — 
Bermuda, - 
Mountjoy, - 
Cork County Gaol, 



Total, 



715 

- 8 
- 364 

1 

373 



HOW DISPOSED OF. 

31st December, 1863 — 

Remaining in custody, - -901 

Removed during the year to 

Smithfield, - - 123 

Mountjoy, - - 

Cork County ; Gaol, - 2 

Pundrum Lunatic Asylum, 1 

Discharged on commutation 
of sentence, - .7 

>9 completion, 25 

Released on Orders of Li- 
cence, - - - 17 

Died, - - .10 

187 



1,088 



Total, - 1,088 



Return showing the Sentences and Ages on Conviction of 901 Convicts in 
Custody on the 31st December, 1863. 



sentences. 

Two Years (commuted from Ten 
Years’ P. S.), - - 1 



Three Years’ Penal Servitude, 


- 204 


Four ,, 


u 


- 201 


Five „ 


, 


- 94 


Six ,, 


,, 


- 52 


Seven ,, 




- 115 


Eight „ 


,, 


- 8 


Nine ,, 




- 2 


Ten ,, 


_ 


- 110 


Twelve ,, 


99 


- 2 


Fourteen,, 


1, 


- 25 


Fifteen , , 


It 


- 9 


Twenty, ,, 


,, 


- 3 


Lite, 




- 23 
849 



sentences. 

Pourtoen Years’ Transportation, 3 
Fifteen ,, ,, -15 

Life, - - . 34 



Total, - 901 



Ages on Conviction. 
Under Twenty Years, _ 

Twenty and under Twenty-five, - 
Twenty-five and under Thirty, - 
Thirty and under Thirty -five, 

Thirty-five and under Forty, 

Forty and under Fifty, - 
Fifty and under Sixty, - 
Sixty and under Seventy, 

Seventy and under Eighty, 

Total, - 



157 

333 

193 

92 

50 

45 

21 

9 

I 

901 



[Abstract. 
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Abstract Account showing the Estimated V alue of the Productive Labour spike 
of the Prisoners, and the Number Employed, during the year ended 3 1st Island 
December, 1863. Prison. 

Governor’s 
Report. 

How Employed. i numuu j^ui-i ' ,T “' 1 



PRISON WORK. 

Tailors, - 

Shoemakers, - 
Smiths and Nailers, - 
Carpenters, - 
Painters, - 
Masons, - 

Impairing Beds, Prisoners’ Socks, &.C.. 
Tin Smiths, - - - 

Labourers in Garden and on Prison 
Works generally, - 
Washing in Laundry, 

Bakers, - 
Cooks, - 

Fatigue work, Cleaning, Messing, &c. : 

ROYAL ENGINEER WORKS. 
Carpenters and Sawyers, 

Smiths, - 

Masons and Stonecutters, - 
Labourers, Quarrymen, &C., - * 

NAVAL AND WAR DEPARTMENTS 

(haulbowline). 
Labourers at Haulbowline, - 
Picking Oakum for Naval Stores (oi 
wet days, &c.), 

Do. Do. (Invalid Prisoners), 



Total, - 



Daily Average 
Number Em- 
ployed for 
303 days. 


Estimated Value 
of Work per- 
formed. 


Total. 


. 




£ s. d. 


£ s . d. 


12 




454 10 0 




9 




3-40 17 6 




3 




159 1 6 




4 




212 2 0 




2 




90 18 0 




1 




53 0 6 




9 




136 7 0 




1 




30 6 0 




34 




515 2 0 




9 




272 14 0 




6 




272 14 0 




5 




75 15 0 




32 




484 16 0 










3,098 3 6 


4 




212 2 0 


6 




318 3 0 




11 




583 5 6 




448 




11,312 0 0 










12,425 10 G 


41 




1,035 5 0 




49 




185 11 9 




17 




21 9 3 










1,242 6 0 












703 




16,766 0 0 



Daily Average Number employed, 
at School), 

Total Daily Average, 



- 703 

euapiuy cu, - , , 

not employed (in C ells, m Hospital, and 



Statement ofthePittsos Exteneitobe for the year ended 3 1st December, 1863. 

Head of Service. 



Salaries of principal officers and clerks, - 
M inferior officers and servants, - 
nation for officers and allowances in lieu of 
same, - - 

Officers’ uniform clothing, 

Victualling prisoners, 

Clothing „ ’ 

Bedding >> 

Fuel and lighting, - - . 

Alterations and repairs of prison, - 
Kents, rates, and taxes, - “ 

Kitchen utensils, crockery, cutlery, &c., - 
Furniture and fittings, - . " 

Soap and scouring and cleaning articles, 
Medicines and surgical instruments, 
Medical comforts, - 
Gratuities to prisoners, - 



Amount. 
£ s. d. 
1,814 18 5 
4,377 10 1 



Total. 

£ s. d. 



628 
594 
5,398 
2 712 
56 
744 
378 
98 
67 
48 
29 
48 



7 8 
5 8 
9 9 

11 7 

8 8 
17 10 

1 11 
7 9 
14 8 

4 0 

5 11 
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Statement of the Prison Expenditure— continued. 



Head of Sorvico. 



Amount. 



Governor's 

Report. 



Clothing and travelling expenses of pri- 
soners on liberation, _ 

Funeral expenses, inquests, &c., - 

Washing and repairs of linen, 

Brushes, brooms, mops, &c., 

Various small disbursements, 



■£ s. d. 



Total. 

■£ S. d. 



128 14 
4 10 
728 6 
33 7 
384 14 



Deduct Chaplains’ salary, refunded by War 
Department, &c., 

»» house rents, sales of bread, garden 
produce, and pigs, 

,, value of clothing supplied to other 
prisons, - 



18,405 0 11 



109 14 2 



244 11 o 



59 6 7 



413 11 9 



Net expenditure of prison, 



17,991 9 2 



Medical 

Superinten- 

dent's 

Report. 



MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

Spike Island Convict Prison, January 31 1864 

Keport on tbe sanitar * stat - f 

in a genel ' aI VieW ° f the nmubers tated 



„ Table No. 1. 

7e Sag y™! iDi " g “ b0 . 3plta1 ' ? the lst 18da, from 

Number admitted since, to the 3 1 st December, "inclusive, I I 172 



Total under treatment during the year, 



- 178 



Oftoese there were discharged from hospital, - 
Remaining iu hospital on the lst January, 1864, 



- 160 

- 7 

- 11 



. . Totft, » - - - 178 

ill®? P" 8 ? ners dl ^ suddenly previous to their reception at the 
hospital , their cases therefore, are not included in this return, but are 
recorded in the mortality table. ’ 

Spe ° ifieS the diseMes with whicl * ft. patients 
admitted during tlie year were affected : ^ 



Continued Fever, . 

Mania, ~ 

Epilepsy, - 
Paralysis, . 

Asthma, - 

Catarrh, ” 

Laryngitis, or inflammation of wind- 
„ P»Pe. - 
Bronchitis, - 

Phthisis, ~ 

Pleu U 't'° nia ’ orinflammatiou of lung, 

Haemoptysis, or blood spitting. 
Toothache, - _ 

Dyspepsia, . . . ] 

Disease of the heart, . I 

Disease of the liver, . I 

Disease of the kidneys, 

Colie, “spasmodic,” 

Constipation, . 

Diarrhoea, 

Debility, 

Wounds or contusions. 



le No. 2. 

23 Sprain, - 
1 Fractures, - 
3 Scalds, . 

1 Erysipelas, - 

2 Ophthalmia, 

3 Necrosis, or disease of bone, 
Scrofula, - 

1 Abscesses, - 

0 Ulcers, - 
3 Tumors, - 
3 Rheumatism, 

3 Lumbago, - 

3 : Inflammation of joints, 

1 Inflammation of Bursa, 

3 Strictures, - 

3 Paraphymosis, 

2 I Fistula, 

1 | Hemorrhoids, piles, 
i . Syphilis “secondary,” 
i I Psoriasis, skin disease, 



wounds or contusions, - ’ *>5 ! Total > 
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The annexed table shows the ages, dates of conviction, of committal to Spike 
S pike Island Prison, of admission to hospital, and of death, the length of 

time spent in hospital, and the diseases of the patients that died during 

the year. McdicaJ 

Srtfinrudrn- 

Table No. 3. 



N umber 
on ihe 
Register. 


Initials 

of 

Name. 


Age. 


Date 

of 

Conviction. 


Date of 
Committal 
to 

Spike Island. 


Date of 
Admis-inn to 
Hospital. 


Date 

Death. 




Cause of Death. 








1859. 


1 S60. 


1663. 


1363. 






10,923 


M. T. 


25 


27th May. 


14th Feb. 


28tli Feb. 


28th Feh. 




Disease of heart. 








1862. 


1862. 


1863. 


1863. 






11,734 


P. B. 


60 


3th March. 


26 th Nov. 


22 nd Jan. 


5tli March. 


42 


Phthisis &, cancer. 








1862. ! 


1862. ! 




1 863 






11,659 


A. M‘D. 


22 


11th Jan. 


3rd Oct. 


Died sud- ! 


20th April. 


_# 


Internal hiwnorr- 












denlv on 






Imre from an- 












the works. 






ui aorta. 








1S63. 


1863. 


1863. 


1863. 






11,923 


J. S. 


38 


17 til Mar. 


25th May. 


25th May. 


28th May. 


3 


Apoplexy ; stated 


















to have been an 


















epileptic. 








1862. 


1 863. 


1863. 


1863. 






11,912 


J. M‘C. 


25 


15 th Aug. 


23rd April. 


23rd July.! 


23ril July. 


_* 


Hemoptysis and 


















phthisis. 








1862. 


1862. 


1863. 


1863. 






11,540 


D. B. 


26 


16th Jan. ! 


2etli April. 


9th May. 


27th Julv. 


80 


Phthisis. 








1862. 


1863. 


1863. 


1SU3. 






11,853 


j. n. 


26 


10 th July. 


8th April. 


22nd June. 


! 31st July. 


40 


Gangrene £: disease 


















oi hear t. 








1861. 


1861. 


1861. 


1863. 






1 1,356 


W. A. 


23 


7th Peb. 


31st Oct. 


llth Nov. ; 


31st Aug. 


657 


Laryngitis super- 


















vening on iann- 


















dice i'c diseased 


















liver. 








1862. 


1862. 


1863. i 


1863. 






11,666 


J. s. 


28 


25th April. 


3rd Oct. 


6th April. | 


2nd Oct. 


179 


Scrofulous chronic 


















abscess. 








1861. 


1862. 


1863. 


1863. 






11,536 


J. M‘G. 


71 


13th Julv. 


9th April. 


3rd Sept. ; 


2 1 st Oct. 


48 


Chrome bronchitis 


















and disease or 


















liver. 



Of the ten fatal cases, three were sudden. Peg. No. 10,923, M. T.. 
was employed as tailor, fell whilst carrying a bucket of water, and expired 
almost immediately, apparently of an apoplectic seizure, but on examina- 
tion there was found fatty degeneration of the heart, so difficult of diag- 
nosis during life, and inevitably fatal. 

Re". No. 11,659, A. M £ D., fell down whilst employed on the works, 
and died immediately; the post-mortem examination revealed a rupture 
of an aneurism or diseased condition of the aorta, a large artery just at 
its origin from the heart. This prisoner had complained on one or two 
occasions only of temporary weakness, for which he had been exempted 
from labour. 

Reg. No. 11,912, J. M‘C., received from Mountjoy as a consumptive 
invalid, was gradually recovering strength and gaining in weight ; he 
was sent for open-air exercise to the garden, and on his return from 
thence in the afternoon, when he was attacked with hiemoptvsis, or spit- 
ting of blood, he expired whilst he was being removed to the hospital. 
The post-mortem examination revealed tubercular disease of the lung*. . 

Reg. No. 11,923, J. S., admitted to hospital immediately on reception 

* Died" before admission to hospital. 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit ^ 




34 



Tenth Annual Report uf the Directors 



Spike 

Island 

Prison. 

Medical 

Superintend 

de.nt’s 

lteport. 



from Mountjoy, labouring under a fit of apoplexy. He was a powerful!,, 
made man, with a short neck, and very stout. The Police reported that 
ho was seized with the lit in the railway carriage between Cork and 
Queenstown, when he became imoonscioiA, and remained almmt 
pletely so till his <leath on tlic third day after. 

Keg. Nos. 11,734, P. K. ; 11,540, I). B.; 1 1,066, J. S. ; and 11536 
J. M‘Q., were returned convicts, and had spent many years in the’ con- 
vict establishments of Ireland. Reg. No. 11,350 admitted a previous 
conviction in England. 



Number of prisoners in custody on the 1st January, 1863 , 
Number received during- the year, - _ _ 



Total, 



- 1,088 



Number of prisoners removed or discharged, died, &c.. 
Remaining in custody on the 31st December, 1863, inclusive of 
Fort Carlisle, which was opened on the 4th December, 

Daily average of sick treated as extern patients, 

’» »» .i for the year 1862 , 

Daily average of sick treated in hospital, _ 

>> >» I. it for the year 1862, - 

Daily average number of prisoners in custody during 1863, 

>> » >> inclusive of Fort Carlisle, 



187 

901 

32-679 

26 - 

9-087 

7 * 

781 - 769 
783 -824 



It affords me much pleasure to be able to report favourably of the health 
of the prisoners generally during the year. A comparison of the fore- 
going averages with similar statistics for past years will show that the 
sanitary state of the prison continues to be satisfactory. 

The excess of mortality, when contrasted with many of the previous 
returns, will not be thought extraordinary in so largely increased a popu- 
lation, and more especially when the altered circumstances of the estab- 
lishment are considered; it is not, as hitherto, set apart for the able-bodied 
working convicts, but since the abolition of the Pliilipstown depot, to some 
extent recruited by weak-minded, aged, and invalid prisoners. 

I may mention here, that great care is bestowed upon the arrangement 
and distribution of those classes on their reception. I have invariably 
recommended that men noted by the Medical Officer of Mountjoy as 
eccentric or slightly weak-minded should, as far as was practicable, be 
worked in association with their fellow-prisoners, the attention of the 
officer in charge being specially called to each case: and it is remarkable 
that the discipline has scarcely, if ever, been affected by it ; and I am 
informed that these men work steadily and obediently. Of the class 
properly styled irresponsible, it may be said truly that they are very 
troublesome and unmanageable ; acts of insubordination are not uncom- 
mon amongst them, for which temporary restraint is absolutely required, 
they are employed in association at oakum picking. The aged and 
invalid, if treatment in hospital be not required, are placed according to 
circumstances in the garden or oakum classes, and prescribed for at the 
extern visit, as occasion may require. 

Iso disease of an epidemic or contagious nature prevailed among the 
prisoners, although scarlatina of an alarming character attacked one of 
the subordinate officers at the end of the summer, and re-appeared on 
the island in the month of November ; and I would adduce this fact as 
demonstrative of the strictness with which all sanitary precautionary 
measures are observed here. 

, hundred and seventy-two individuals have been admitted to the 
Hospital during the year ; but it appears that in some instances the same 
person was admitted on several occasions. 

. Th ® cas8s registered under the head of fever, were all of the mild, con- 
tinued type. The inflammatory affections of the lungs and pleura were 
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few aud amenable to treatment ; a fatal termination in one case of the Spike 
latter was owing to its complication with organic disease of the heart, 
which tended to induce gangrene of the lower extremities. -Hi.' " 

The case of mania recorded occurred in a prisoner reported as lunatic Medical* 
in 1S62, but who was not removed from this till August last, on account 
of the crowded state of the Criminal Asylum. Report. 

With few exceptions the serious sickness was of a chronic character, 
and the greater portion of the mortality resulted from diseases of that 
character — such as phthisis, or consumption, scrofula and kindred affec- 
tions ; the fatality of these diseases amongst convicts are too well known 
to require notice. 

The casualties were, generally, few and unimportant. In one instance 
a prisoner was thrown over a precipice ; he received a severe spinal con- 
cussion, from the effects of which he has since completely recovered. 

I believe I have nOt omitted to uotiee anything worthy of comment ; 
and in concluding this report. I beg once more to recommend to your 
notice Mr. Maurice O’Connell, hospital assistant. He is, as hitherto, an 
attentive, zealous, trustworthy public servant, aud highly efficient in the 
performance of his duties. 

I have the honour to be,, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

J. H. Kelly, Medical Superintendent. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. PMwt 

Spike Island Government Prison, Report. ' 

■ January 27, 1864. 

Gentlemen, — I beg to submit my report of the duties performed at 
Spike Island for the year ending 31st December, 1S63. 

Celebrated Divine Service, - on 54 occasions. 

Lectured prisoners, - - ,,85 ,, 

Administered Holy Communion, „ 4 ,, 

Visited hospital, - - ,,55 ,, 

„ solitary cells, - ,,20 „ 

Also prison school. 

Within the year the number of prisoners has considerably increased ; 
as many as 120 now attend Divine Service. Notwithstanding this 
increase, I have no irregularity to complain of. In fact, a better conducted 
set of men, as prisoners, with a few exceptions, it would be difficult to 
find ; no inattention or trifling at Divine Service on Sunday, or on week- 
days, very few committals to the cells, and uniform respect towards me 
as their Chaplain. Since the commencement of this year some have been 
sent to Port Carlisle to be- engaged on the Government works there. I 
have written to request an additional supply of prayer and hymn books, 
of which I stand in need, as many of those here are unfit for use, and may 
shortly require an additional supply of Bibles also. 

The general health of the prisoners under my charge continues most 
satisfactory, but one, or at most two, being occasionally confined to 
hospital with trifling ailments. As this, however, relates to the Medical 
Officer’s report I have no more to say on the subject. 

The attention of the schoolmasters continues unabated, and- the progress 
of the prisoners equally encouraging. 

I have the honour to be, geutlemen, your obedient servant, 

Joseph G. Boughieb. 



To the Directors of Government Prisons, 
Castle, Dublin. 



c 2 
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Ten Hi A it mini Report of the Directors 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island, January 1, 1864. 

Gentlemen, — I beg leave to present you with my report for the past 
year, which is my fifteenth annual report as the Roman Catholic 
Chaplain of this prison. 

The religions and moral conduct of the generality of the prisoners has 
been very satisfactory during the year. In my constant intercourse with 
them, I have always found them respectful, and willing to receive and 
profit of my counsels and admonitions. Their demeanour in the chapel 
during the holy sacrifice of the Mass, and the other religious services has 
invariably been earnest, attentive, and reverential. I have had no com- 
plaint to make of them in this respect. The greater number of them 
have duly prepared themselves to receive the holy sacraments, once or twice 
during the year. Many have done so monthly, and some weekly. I need 
not say that there can be no bettor proof of the improvement of their dis- 
positions, and of the reformation of their lives, than the fact of their havinv 
taken the necessary pains to rectify their consciences, and their conduct 
in such a manner as to qualify themselves to receive the holy sacra- 
ments, for it is well known that no Roman Catholic, however depraved 
he may be, would attempt to receive the holy sacraments of bis church 
unless he were not only determined to amend his life, but had already 
entered on a virtuous course. Their sincerity in this respect was also 
manifest in their submissive and orderly behaviour in their wards and on 
the public works. 

All tho Roman Catholic prisoners, excepting the sick and a few con- 
fined in the punishment cells, were assembled at an early hour every 
morning in the prison cliapel, for morning prayer, previous to their com- 
mencing work, at which service 1 attended on 'alternate mornings, durino- 
the first three mouths of tho year, and on every morning during the last 
lime months of the year. I also celebrated divino service, and preached 
to the prisoners once on every Sunday and holiday during the first three 
months of the year ; and I have performed tiioso duties twice on every 
b unday and holiday during the last nine months of the year. 

As distinct classes of the prisoners are allowed to attend school on week- 
days, some in the forenoon and others in the afternoon, I have availed of 
these opportunities to take a convenient number of them, on each half 
day, from the school to the chapel, for catechetical instruction and con- 
fession, preparatory to tlieir reception of the holy sacraments. Although 
t us duty la not prescribed by the prison rules, I have found it to he of 
the utmost importance to the spiritual improvement and welfare of the 
pusoners. In fact, it may be considered as if the reaping- and eatliering- 
in of the fruits of all the other religious duties. 

I have visited the hospital oneo or twice daily, and more frequently 
when any prisoner was approaching his last hour, to administer to the 
sick all the necessary services and consolations of religion. Ten of the 
Roman Catholic prisoners died here during tho year, and I have attended 
the interment, and read the burial service at tho graves of nine of them, 
f * eel , a P* easu re in stating that I have always found tho hospital wards 
in a cleanly and orderly condition. 

I have had occasion to pass through the school to the chapel several 
lrncs eveiy. ay, and I have always found the schoolmasters present, and 
zealously engaged in the discharge of their duties ; and, from my frequent 
examinations of the classes, I am enabled to state that the great bulk of 
the prisoners have made very fair progress in reading, writing, and arith- 
metic, and in the acquisition of social and useful knowledge. 

i have daily visited the prisoners confined in solitary punishment, and 
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have used my best efforts to make them sensible of the sinfulness of their Spike 
refractory conduct, as -well as the injury they were inflicting on them- 

selves in a temporal sense, by their disobedience to the prison rules. I J ‘ ' 

trust, by the grace of God, that I have succeeded in bringing at least Roman 
some of them to a better course. At all events I have lost uo opportunity 
or co-opera tmg with the judicious and prudent measures of the Governor R.-pcrt. 
for the maintenance of the discipline and order of the prison. 

My farther experience of the extreme difficulties which many of our 
prisoners have to encounter in their efforts to procure employment in the 
rural districts of Ireland after their discharge, induces me to take the 
liberty to renew the suggestion which I made in my animal report for 
the year 1857, page 63, namely, that four of our active, intelligent warders, 
who know the prisoners, be placed one in each of the provinces in Ireland, 
to look after the liberated convicts, in order to direct and assist them to 
procure employment, and otherwise to counsel and aid them when neces- 
sary, and thereby keep them from evil association and crime. I am con- 
fident they would accomplish iu the provinces the same valuable services 
which your most active and useful lecturer has been achieving in the 
Dublin district. 

Iu conclusion, I feel bound to bear my humble testimony to the excel- 
lent manner iu which the Governor and the whole prison staff have dis- 
charged the very important but onerous duties during the year. Their 
labours were trying and unceasing, and were performed with a zeal, tem- 
per, and ability that merit for them the highest credit and consideration. 

I believe there could not be found in any prison a more upright, intelli- 
gent, and efficient staff. 

I have the honour to he, gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

T. F. Lyons, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublid. Castle. 



ASSISTANT ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Assistant 

Roman 

January 26, lSbi. Catholic 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your wishes I forward my report, 
which must necessarily be short, as sickness has obliged me to absent 
myself from duty for some months past. 

The prisoners, with some few exceptions, have conducted themselves 
to my satisfaction. I have found them anxious to avail themselves of 
the great means of reformation which our religion places within their 
reach. The discipline of the prison is excellent, the result of the admi- 
rable system which prevails in this establishment. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Cornelius Twomy, Assistant Chaplain, Spike Island. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, Ireland. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Presb s te- 

rian 

Queenstown, January S, lbb4. Chaplain's 
Gentlemen, — I beg leave to present to you my report for tlie portion "‘ :0,L 
of the past year which has elapsed since my appointment as I resbyterian 
Chaplain at Spike Island. , , 

My duties commenced in the end of August lust, ana from dint ..me 
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to the close of the year, I have conducted Divine Service on every 
Sunday at Spike Island, and also at Carlisle Fort since a portion of the 
convicts were removed there. As to week days, for about a month after 
my appointment my services were confined to one day in each week 
having obtained leave to omit any other attendance until I could remove 
my family to Queenstown. Since October, I have attended regularly 
two days in each week (save on two occasions when illness interfered! 
besides Sundays, and have given religious instruction to the assembled 
convicts, and have also visited those in hospital or confined in cells for 
misconduct. 

In a sphere of labour so very new to me, I feel pleasure in statino- that 
I have found my occupation far more agreeable, and I will add,°more 
hopeful, than any one, I think, would suppose it to be who only contem- 
plated it in imagination. The prisoners generally wait on instruction 
with an air of docile attention, and many of them by the expression of 
their countenances evince an interest in the simple and sublime truths of 
the Gospel, which may surely justify the hope that these truths will work 
in some of them with saving power ; and if it he true that where one is 
converted ten are moralized, the religious teaching must powerfully 
co-operate with the other excellent provisions of the system under which 
the prisoners are placed, to make the course through which they pass a 
very great boon to themselves, and to the society to which they are to 
return. J 



In this connexion I may say, that I have been much struck with the 
wisdom and humanity of providing for these men that form of the minis- 
trations of religion which is linked in their minds with “youth, and 
home, and that sweet time” whose impressions are the deepest and most 
lasting our hearts receive. Again and again I have seen their eyes 
glisten when a chord was struck, which none hut one who was acquainted 
with their early associations would have thought of; and we know well 
that such a moment as that, with its reflex influence from hearers to 
speaker, and from him to them again, is of priceless value in the moral 
and spiritual culture of the human heart. 

I believe that the prisoners in my charge are generally well conducted. 
I lie exceptions have been almost confined to two individuals, one of 
whom, 1 trust, has entered on a new course. 

I may be permitted to add, that I feel personally indebted to the 
Governor, aud also to the other officers, for uniform kindness in affording 
dutieT 1 ' 7 mformation necessai 7 for the efficient discharge of my new 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

rn, TV- , , ~ _ W. J. Kertland, ll.d. 

Ihe Directors of Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. 

Spike Island, January 18, 1864. 

Gentlemex— The season has arrived, which, at your bidding, calls 
forth my ninth annual report, viz., that for 1S63. In previous reports, 
whilst the lush scheme for the treatment and reformation of convicts was 
being developed and tested, I put forth, in sincerity, all the facts, sug- 
gestions, and arguments on its behalf that my long practical experience 
afforded, but now that it has been approved and established, I will only 
iurmsh you with a concise view of the educational department under my 
management. r J 
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Convicts with few exceptions enter our prisons quite uninstructed ; Spike 
their minds and principles, not only uncultivated, but sadly vitiated ; it 
is, therefore, obvious to any one not partial to antiquated prison notions — . ’ 

that no moral change can be effected without the aid of school instruction, Head 
for even religious lectures and ministrations fail when applied to those 
who are unacquainted with its essential mysteries j hence the tnissioner Report. 
must employ the catechist to prepare even those who are desirous of his 
ministry. Lectures would not be effective in the incipient stage of the 
convict’s course, because no faith would he placed in them ‘ they would he 
received with diffidence and construed as the productions of time-serving 
officials ready to give utterance to the wishes and dictates of “the powers 
that be.” But no such objection prevails against books, for it is generally 
admitted that approved books speak truth. The basis, then, of improve- 
ment must be the booh : aud if a taste for it is once created, a good 



foundation is laid. The vicious occupants of the mind — the degrading 
thoughts — are gradually crushed out to make room lor the recent literary 
acquaintances. The time that would be otherwise employed by prisoners 
in concocting wicked plans and plots against their keepers is applied to 
the book and the subjects of which it treats ; so that if there were no 
visible improvement, and if the school were only instrumental in diverting 
the criminal mind from its diabolical ravings, it would accomplish much 
for the peace of the prison and for the moral restraint of the prisoners. 
But its humanizing effects are otherwise manifest, for a careful analysis 
of the state of the education of convicts on admission will show that 
very few of them possessed anything approaching to a sound education 
previous to conviction, which proves that crime is principally associated 
with ignorance ; few educated men are convicted, for however straitened 
they may be in circumstances, they shrink from the dishonest practices 
to which the illiterate have recourse when similarly circumstanced. This 
is further demonstrated by the fact that those who are indifferent about 
education here, are generally insensible to all other agencies, and consti- 
tute the obdurate class that may be accounted irreclaimable. The book 
being once acceptable to the convict, the selection of the class of boots is 
a matter of consideration, and, in the absence of a collection specially 
adapted to convicts, which would le desirable, none can be more suitable 
than the Irish National school-books, prepared for a mixed community, 
and constituting a gradual systematic series of lessons to develop the 
powers and urge forward the good instincts from childhood to manhood. 
These hocks in the hands of judicious teachers capable of eihcieutly 
explaining them, are not inferior to any lectures that could be prepared 
or delivered: for any lectures suited to the capacities of such men are 
only garblings and deductions from these or other such books, arranged 
in a somewhat different order. 

As primary education is so essential to the future moral progress of the 
convict, it follows that the teacher, in order to render his instructions 
effective must be a man of more than ordinary patience and perseverance, 
impressed with a due sense of the frailties of these men; taking every 
opportunity of removing their inveterately false opinions and obdurate 
habits of evil. He must practise much forbearance and show a Christian 
example. He must be cheerful, and yet reserved in his > :0 “' 

maturating instructions in an interesting way which gradual y attaches 
the convicts to him, and contributes to dispel the rkrkness and I gloom 
from which they suffer. Those duties which the schooimas er occasionail v 
has to perform, that render it imperative on him to report a 

have them punished, divest his teaching .of much of its 
influence, and consequently the Spike Island eac.iers nr 
preferring charges ; happily they are not often required to do so, a-- ..a 
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instance of insubordination or a serious breach of “ prison rules” has not 
occurred in the school during the year. 

As ignorance is the concomitant of crime, it may be anticipated that 
with an increase in numbers during the year, there is a decrease in the 
educational standard. The proficiency of the prisoners registered on our 
school-books during the past year, at the time of admission is below that 
of former years. This is attributable to the uninstructed state in which 
most of them had been previous to arrest, and not to any want of energy 
or ability in their instructors whilst in prison previous to comino- here 
Whatever may be the cause of the increase, which is not my provfnce to" 
investigate, the per-centage of returned convicts is small when calculated 
upon the total number discharged. As all, except a mere fraction, are 
liberated from the intermediate prisons, nothing can be more fallacious 
than to calculate the per-centage of relapses upon the discharges from 
ordinary prisons, as the impugners of the intermediate prisons are accus- 
tomed to do ; also rejecting from the calculation those who have emigrated 
This is not fair play, for those who have emigrated are the very best por- 
tion, who, during a long sentence, laboured hard to obtain, by their 
small gratuities, what would pay their passage and place them beyond 
the reach of former companions and haunts. The emigrants are those 
upon whom shame has had a good effect, who would blush at crime and 
would not again “see the faces of those who knew them.” It may be 
fairly presumed that these men in a now and thriving country have not 
relapsed, and consequently they should not be subtracted from the 
numbers on which the per-centage of relapses is computed. If the in- 
ducement of gratuities were not afforded, those prisoners who have 
voluntarily exiled themselves could never put together the means of doing 
so ; they would, in great part, return to old practices and become public 
pests and public burdens. 

No change has taken place in the school arrangements during the year 
ihe day school is open from SJ, a.h,, to 4, r.M., except during the dinner 
hour, and is conducted by myself and my two collaborators. Tile evening 
schools are open for two hours after labour every evening. I teach the 
L> prison evening school. Mr. Ryan and Mr. M‘Cartan teach the D 
prison evening school On the 31st of December, 631 prisoners attended 

l ae y r 0 I'i 00 ‘ the atlvancecl ckss attended the D evening school, 
and 86 of the special class attended the B prison evening school, including 
", tlien 111 Carlisle I ort, to which they had been sent since the 5th of 
t o month, to prepare the place for a larger number, in consequence of 
the urgent demand for labour at the fortifications there. Though a con- 
siderable number may bo eligible for Carlisle, to which you have ordered 
me, to attend to their instruction, yet when my services are withdrawn 
iioni the schools in Spike Island, the school business there, considering 
the large numbers and the several classes, cannot be efficiently carried on 
by two teachers without the aid of another, the appointment of whom, 
on due consideration, I venture to recommend. 

dn^ e *i dTP1 '° SreS w!“ lS \ ea '\ made in moral and literary improvement 
■ tte , yea1 ' . El J"' ard ^heehy, esq., Inspector of National Schools, 
R™, W? T ed m tlle , , 31st of Mar <*. aad ak o on the 23rd of 
I 1 as ’ T 10 re l )ort of his December examination lias not as yet 
well n r, n ?’.y e presume it will be satisfactory, as the class answered 
nnt a the S e °S™P li y « f Maud, with its natural beauties, 

on ho ev.’ al,d ,. reso ™f • .The following is an extract from his report 
on the examination of the 31st of March . 

desire ^imnruvrf tk-InO, succe ^iQg visit that tile convicts in general evince a greater 
them Their rendim, cs, and to exhibit this improvement when lam examining 
them. Then reading, spell, ng, writing, working of sums, and answering in gr ammar . 
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geography, and lesson books varied from middling, or fair, to very fair or good, and the Spike 
removals to higher classes in 1SG2, amount to 97, which was a large number for the daily Island 
average in attendance.” Prison. 

Mr. Nolan, the warder specially charged with the discipline of the Hea(l 
day school in the mornings, and of the special class school in the even- master's 
ings — an office requiring much energy, discretion, and forbearance — has Report. 
done his duty well and faithfully. 1 wish I were placed in a position to 
award him a gratuity for his zeal and diligence. 

My two collaborators, Messrs. M‘Cartau and Ryan, and myself com- 
mence our business at 8J o’clock, and continue until 4 o’clock, P.M., 
except the dinner hour, and then with scarcely any respite we resume 
our labours for two hours — an hour and a-half of that time actively 
teaching — in the evening schools ; we have to teach so constantly and 
energetically during the day, that our teaching powers are rather tame in 
the evening. I now see and feel the force of an observation of the late 
distinguished Chairman of the Board of Directors on a former occasion, 
that “ so much continuous teaching prevents attending to the evening 
duties with energy.” 1 do not think that the teachers’ working hours 
are so long in any other of the Government schools. However the good 
feeling and unanimity which prevail amongst us, and the consideration 
of the responsibility of our position, and of the account we must render 
of the “ talents” confided to us, impart a buoyancy and elasticity which 
lighten our labours. 

I beg leave to acknowledge tlie attention which my superiors in office 
have paid to my suggestions and applications ou educational business, 
and to express my approbation of the efficient manner in which the 
warders have discharged their duties in the schools during the year. 

The state of the schools on the 31st of December, 1863, is set forth 
in the following tables: — 



Classes. 


Day School. 1 


D Prison, j 


B Prison. 


Total. 


Heading — 

First Book, ----- 


51 


5 




56 


Second Book, - 


95 


3 


3 




Sequel, ----- 


97 


3 


• 






201 


25 






Fourth Book, - 


187 


84 


64 


3b5 


Total, - - - - 


631 


120 


86 


837 


Writing — 

Unable to write, - 


48 


6 




54 


Large-liand, - 


12 


1 


3 1 


767 


Small-hand, - 


571 


1 13 




Total, - 


631 


120 


86 j 


837 


Arithmetic — 
Making figures, - 


51 


5 | 


3 


59 

435 

94 

249 


Simple rules, - 




o9 




Compound rules, - - - - 


63 


14 




Proportion, and above, 


136 






Total, - 


631 


120 


86 


837 



From these tables the following information may be gathered : 

1st. The sum of the attendances at the three schools on the 31st of 
December, 1863, was 837. 
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Spike 2nd. All of these except 56 can read ; 573 — the 3rd and 4th classes— 
pSson. can read well. 

3rd. All except 54 can write ; 783 write small-hand legibly. 

Head 4th. All except 59 know some arithmetic; 343 are learning compound 

master's ru ' es > proportion, and above. ° 1 

Report. 5th. All have some knowledge of geography, and all except 56, have 
a fair knowledge of it, and are not very deficient in general information 
These 56 are old men, and men with impaired faculties, incapable of 
making any visible progress. I occasionally read and explain for them 
interesting and edifying lessons. Many of this class, who were not 
disposed to profit by the instructions given them, have been kept from 
school and sent to labour by your order, on my recommendation. I intend 
to recommend further exclusions, if, after a fair time for trial, improvement 
is not made. 

I believe that this report is correct in every essential particular. 

I am, gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

Mioiiael Harold, Head Schoolmaster. 

To the Directors of Irish Convict Prisons. 



Modntjov 

Female 

Convict 

Prison. 

Directors' 

Report. 



MOONTJOY FEMALE CONVICT PRISON. 



There has been nothing of an unusual character that requires to 
be reported upon in connexion with this prison durum- the past 
year. ° ^ 

The general health of the prisoners confined in it is reported as 
favourable by the Medical Officer in his annexed report, and there 
has been a decrease in the number of deaths from ten to four as 
compared with the previous year. The additional hospital accom- 
modation referred to in previous reports has been completed, and 
the new wards, te, have been occupied, this arrangement affording 
not only improved hospital advantages to the patients, hut addiim 
also to the general accommodation of the prison. ° 

. fhe general conduct of the officers has been satisfactory, and no 
instances of dismissal have occurred within the year There lias 
been but one vacancy among the _ officers from 'any other cause, 
when the result of the legislation consequent on the recent 
inquiry and report by the Royal Commissioners on the penal 
servitude Acts is known, the Directors consider that it may be 
advisable to recommend that if no other change is thereby rendered 
necessary some additions to the staff of this prison may he sanc- 
tioned m the next year's estimates, with the view of can-vino- out 
a more complete separation than at present of the different cksses 
ot prisoners as they advance in their sentences, and of providing 
oi the increase m the number of female convicts that may be ex°- 

recommCTded 6 fr ° m ^ len S thened sentences which have been 

The prisoners have mostly conducted themselves in a satisfactory 
riel f’ the unf f ourable exceptions having been chiefly in the 
ases of women of ungovernable tempers, rendering necessary their 
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frequent separation from the presence and hearing of the other Momnjor 
prisoners. The circumstance that female convicts under sentence corner 
of penal servitude have to be dealt with in the same establishment Pmsox. 
during not only the first stage when they are in separate con- n;,^f rs - 
finement, but afterwards when they are placed in association, Report. 
instead of their being removed, as in the case of male convicts, to 
other prisons, is a disadvantage and difficulty in the means of 
management of the former, though it avoids the expense that 
would result from maintaining two or more establishments apart 
from each other. The Directors hope, however, to lessen the 
difficulty referred to by means of certain moderate alterations in 
the construction of the present building -which they propose to 
submit at a future time, and by the proposed moderate increase of 
the staff of officers which they have already alluded to. 

The Chaplains report favourably of the general religious and 
moral condition of the prisoners and their attention to religions 
instruction. The convicts in this prison have, in addition to the 
efforts of the Chaplains for their improvement, the valuable benefit 
of the frequent visits and advice of the truly benevolent Protestant 
and Roman Catholic ladies who frequently attend for their instruc- 
tion, and whose zealous interest must exercise a very beneficial 
effect on those who find themselves the objects of so much care 
and attention when otherwise secluded from the world. 

The numbers transferred to the Refuges at Golden Bridge and 
Heytesbury-street have been larger than in the previous year. 

None are allowed to remain in those valuable institutions whose 
general conduct and industry do not prove them to be worthy of 
the privilege. 

There has been no reason to find fault with the general industry 
of the prisoners. The use of the needle affords the principal means 
of employment of female prisoners in so large an establishment, and 
the Directors hope to accomplish a change of arrangement by which 
the necessarily varied capabilities of individuals for such work, may 
be made more available than at present for a profitable return of 
their labour, by employing each at such work only during regular 
working hours' as she can best perform, but giving the means of 
improving in skill in a higher class of work during the other hours 
of the day. 

The school continues to he managed in a highly efficient manner 
by the principal schoolmistress, Miss Denvir, and her assistants, 
and to he very favourably mentioned by the Inspectors of National 
schools, who visit it and report on its state to the Government. 

The buildings are all maintained in good order and. repair under 
the inspection of the Board of Works. _ 

None but the necessary expenses have been incurred during the 
year, and the items are given in the usual form in appendix to the 
Superintendent’s annexed report. 



I. S. Whitty, 
P. J. Mcebay, 



} 



Directors. 
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Tenth Annual Report of the Directors 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Female Prison 
„ T , January 15, 1864. ’ 

IxEntlemen, — I have the honour to lay before yon mv rennrt r.™.,*' 
the Mountjoy Female Prison for the year ending^lst December 1863 g 
No change has taken place in the discipline or treatment of the 
prisoners calling for any special remark from mo. Their conduct 
been on the whole satisfactory, and we have been fortunate enough to 

durfnlXe^Kir 3UffiC ' ent Sa P pIy ° f worl ? t0 kee P tLem fl % employed 
I have reason to be satisfied with the conduct of the staff, but the dis 
charge of the duty has been attended with great difficulties and anxiefr 
The occurrence of long and frequent illness amongst some of the officers 
has thrown an exceedingly onerous burden upon others ; the consequence 
is, that though very well able to perform their own task, they cannot 
even with the utmost zeal, carry out the routine in the efficient manner 
mraTof^Ms ,‘ k n e d malntenance of a P r0 P er discipline in a large establish- 

The school department has been managed much to my satisfaction and 
the prisoners continue to make fair progress. The teachers are zealous 
and capable. The District Inspector under the National Board visits the 

pids 0 o°ners al1 faV ° UKlUy of its conduct aad proficiency of the 

n6W u aS been , oocu P ;(!l1 some months. I am happy to 

rloiers Mldt baS be<!n a 13601110(1 lm P r ov-ement in the health oHhe 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Delia I. Lidwell, Superintendent. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 

mm ‘° tbe be8t ° f “ y belief ’ the rules la!d down have been 
compiled With in every instance, except in such cases as have been dis- 
tinctly reported to or brought under the notice of a Director or Inspector. 

Delia I. Lidwell, Superintendent. 



Statement of Nmmrai of Convicts committed and disposed of 
during the vear 1 Rfis L 



In custody on the 1 st January, 1863, 
Received during the year, 

Born in the prison, _ 



Total, 



Adults. 


Children. 


437 


36 


1 60 


13 


“ 


4 


597 


53 



Discharged during the year on completion ofsentence 
» on licence on medical grounds - 
» sentence commuted, _ ’ 

Transferred on” licence to’ reCs“S “5 
Roman Catholic, 56 , _ ’ j 

Died * * ^ uua ^ c as ytom, _ 
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Statement of Number of Convicts committed and disposed of — continued. 



Adults. Children. 

Children discharged with mothers, - 4 

„ transferred with mothers to Roman Catholic 

Refuge, ------ 5 

„ died, ------ 4 



13 



Mountjoy 

Female 

Convict 

Prison. 

Superinten- 

dent's 

Report. 



Remaining in Custody, 31st December, - - 471 40 



AGES OF PRISONERS IN CUSTODY. 

15 years and under 20 years, - 27 

20 „ 25 „ - 119 

25 ,, 30 „ - 97 

30 „ 35 ,, - 71 

35 „ 40 „ - 40 

40 „ 45 „ - 47 

45 years and upwards, - - 64 

Total, - - - 471 



Age of youngest prisoner on conviction, 
16 years. 

Age of oldest ,» 71 years. 



CONVICTIONS OF PRISONERS IN 
CUSTODY. 

No. convicted in the year, 1851, - ! 

„ „ 1852, - 1 

„ ,, 1853, - 4 

„ ,, 1854, - 1 

„ ,, 1855, - 2 

,, ,, 1856, - 5 

„ ,, 1857, - 2 

,, ,, 1858, - 10 

„ ,, 1859, - 7 

„ „ 1860, - 35 

„ ,, 1861, - 98 

,, ,, 1862, - 161 

,, „ 1863, - 144 



Sentences of Prisoners received in 1863. 



Penal Servitude, 14 years, 
„ 15 >» 

Transportation, 15 years, 



rvitude, 3 years, - 


- 62 


„ 4 „ - 


- 26 


99 5 - 


- 31 


„ 6 „ - 


7 


„ 7 „ - 


- 23 


„ 10 99 - 


8 



Total, 



Crimes of Prisoners in Custody. 



Administering Poison with intent to 
Murder, - 
Assault and Robbery, 

Assault, . 

Arson, - 

Attempt at Arson, - - - 

Attempt to Steal, - 

Burglary, - 
Burglary and Robbery, 

Conspiracy to Murder, 

Child Desertion, - 

Forgery, - 
Felony, - 

Highway Robbery, - - - 

Having Counterfeit Coin in Pos- 
session, - , - • . " 

Having Coining Tools in Possession, 
Infanticide, - 

Killing Sheep, 

Larceny, - 



Larceny from Person, - - 34 

Larceny and previous convictions 
for Felony, - - - 97 

Larceny and Receiving Stolen Goods, 2 
Murder, - - - - 6 

Manslaughter, - - - 2 

Malicious Assault, - - - 1 

Perjury, - - - - 3 

Robbery, - - - - 7 

Receiving Stolen Goods, - - 22 

Stealing, - - - - 13 

Subsequent Felony, - - 32 

Sacrilege, - - - - 1 

Shoplifting, - - 1 

Uttering Base Coin, - - 3 

Vagrancy, - - - 1 

Wounding with intent to Murder, 1 

Total, - - - 47 1 



* A revoked licence case. 
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Mountjoy Statement of the Estimated Value of Prisoners’ Labour for the year ended 
Fejiaee 31st December, 1863. 

Convict 

Prison. 



Super intcn- 

dent's 

Report. 



Work done. 



Sewing, knitting, and embroidering (Prison materials). 
Sewing for shops (43,246 shirts made), 

Making, and repairing matrons’ uniform, 

Washing prisoners’ clothing, bedding, &o., 

„ for Mountjoy Male Prison, - 

„ for Smitbfleld Prison, - 

,, for Government Prisons’ Office, 

„ for some Officers of the Prison, 

„ some second-hand bedding for Government 

Prisons’ Stores - 

Employed cooking, nursing, cleaning Prison, moni- 
tresses in the school, and picking fibre, 302 working 
days, at 8 d. per day, .... 



Estimated 
Value of the 
Work per- 
formed. 




2,008 8 3 



Abstract of Expenses for the Year ended 31st December, 1863. 



Heads of Service. 



Amount Paid. 



Salaries, - 

Victualling, including Officers’ Rations, 

Fuel and Lighting, - 
Contingencies, - 
Utensils and Furniture, - 
Implements, - 

Medicines and Surgical Instruments, - 
Medical Comforts, - 
Prisoners’ Gratuities, 

Freights and Charges, - 
Travelling Charges, Officers on Duty, - 
Prisoners on Discharge, ... 
Prisoners’ Clothing, . 

Funeral Expenses, - 

Washing and Soap, - 

Cleaning Prison, including Brooms, Mops, &c. 

Bedding, - 

Officers’ Clothing, _ 

Advertising, - 

Rent, Rates, and Taxes, 

Total, - 







£ 


s. 


d. 


- 


- 


2,819 


3 


2 


- 


- 


3,494 


5 


6 


- 


- 


606 


2 


5 


- 


- 


81 


14 


10 


- 


- 


36 


2 


0 


- 


- 


2 


16 


0 


- 


- 


102 


5 


5 


- 


- 


183 


16 


6 


- 


- 


284 


16 


1 


- 


- 


17 


O 


5 


- 


- 


1 


18 


6 


- 


- 


246 


4 


6 


- 


- 


504 


3 


6 


- 


- 


8 


19 


0 


- 


- 


569 


10 


6 


, 


- 


57 


9 


3 


- 


- 


27 


14 


10 


- 


- 


59 


16 


3 


- 


- 


10 


9 


1 


- 


- 


152 


6 


2 


- 


- 


9,296 


13 


11 



Medical 

Officer's 

Report. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

37, Fitzwilliam-square, January. 

Gentlemen, — I Lave extracted the following tables from the hospital 
books of this prison, and am happy to say that they show a favourable 
condition of its sanitary state during the past year. 

Number of patients in hospital on 1st January, 1863, - - 23 

Number admitted up to 31st December, 1863, - - ^ - 394 



Total, - 

Discharged during the year, - 

Died, 

Remaining in hospital on 31st December, 1863, - 



- 417 




- 29 
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Number and Causes of Deaths during the year. 



1 ‘O-M 
| jojsjSaa 


Initials. 


Received in Prison, j 


Admitted to 
Hospital. 


Date of Death. 


Disease. 


26 ! 


M.M. 


13 June, 1856, 
26 Sept., 1860, 


13 Dec, 1862, 


2S Jan., 1883, 


Chronic Rheumatism. 


730 


B.S. 


26 Deb., 1863, : 


18 March, 1863, ! 


Renal disease with Ana- 
sarca. 


10 1 ts 


MB. 


9 Aug., 18I32, 


24 Nov., 1862, 


22 Aug., 1863, 


Pulmonarv Consumption. 


038 


C.K. 


24 Dec., 1S59, 


2 Oct., 18(32, 


16 Sept., 1863, 


Dropsy. 



Lunatics sent to Asylum during the year. 



1 • 1 
* l 


Initials. 


Received in 
Prison. 


Date of conviction. 


Where 

convicted. 


Asylum sent to. | 


Date sent 


83S 


BM-G. 


30 June, 1861, 


15 July, 1861, 


Waterford, 


Dundrum, 


j 18 Apr., 1863. 


99U 


M.D. 


11 July, 1862,! 


2 July, 1862, 


Waterford, 


Dundrum, 


| 26 Apr., 1863. 



Diseases of those admitted 



Ascites, _ - 


- 


5 


Rheumatism, 


- 


- 21 


Debility, 


- 


- 17 


Malignant tumor, - 


- 


1 


Disease of knee, 


- 


1 


Ulcer of stomach, - 


- 


1 


Disease of sternum, 


- 


1 


Spinal disease, 


- 


- 1 


I hemoptysis, 


- 


- 17 


Phthisis, 


- 


- 19 


Feverish attacks, 


- 


- 46 


Mesenteric disease, 


- 


1 


Ophthalmia, 


- 


- 9 


Sore legs, - 


- 


- 5 


Asthma, 


- 


1 


Bronchitis, - 


- 


- 20 


Hysteria, - 


- 


- 10 


Syphilis, 


- 


- 6 


Sore throat, 


- 


- 3 


Epileptic, - 


■ 


- 10 


Scrofula, 


■ 


- 13 



;o Hospital during the year. 






Mountjoy 

Female 


Diarrhoea, - 


- 


_ 


57 


Convict 


Seurvey, - _ - 


_ 


- 


1 


Prison. 


Abscess, - ’ - 


_ 


_ 


2 


— 


Swelled legs, 


_ 


_ 


3 


Medical 


Pleuritis. 


_ 


. 


4 


Officer* s 


Ulcer of palate, 


- 


- 


o 


Report, 


Lupoid ulcer, 


- 


- 


1 




Colic, 


- 


- 


43 




Gastrodynia, 
Bilious attacks, 


- 


- 


14 




- 


- 


20 




Jaundice, - 


- 


- 


5 




Chlorosis, - 


- 


- 


1 




Lumbago, - 


. 


- 


7 




Haemorrhoids, 


- 


- 


l 




Pneumonia, 


- 


- 


l 




Injury to shoulder, 


- 


- 


1 




Fever, 


- 


- 


o 




For observation. 


- 


- 


7 




Parturition, 


- 


- 


9 




Palpitatio, - 


- 


- 


4 




Erysipelas, - 


- 


- 


1 





There have been 2,370 cases of illness in the cells and hospital wards 
of the prison ; 299 visits paid to prisoners in punishment. Seven births 
occurred daring the year ; 3 children were still-born. 

Considering the amount of illness of which the prisoners complained 
during the year, and the unfitness of many of them from broken-down 
constitutions to bear up against any severe attack, the small number of 
deaths which took place must be considered as remarkable. We were 
fortunately not visited with any serious epidemic. 

During the past year the new hospital buildings have been erected, and, 
though capable of improvement, are roomy and well ventilated. A more 
direct access to the hospital from the kitchen is to be desired. I am not 
aware of any further special matter calling for notice from me. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant. 



Awlt Banojs, Medical Superintendent. 



The Directors, of Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 
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Mountjoy 

Female 

Convict 

Prison. 



Protestant 
Chaplain s 
Report. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

35, Nelson-street, Dublin, ]S64. 

Gentlemen, — Having detailed in former reports with considerable 
accuracy my duties at the Mountjoy Female Convict Prison, and my pro- 
cedure in the discharge of these, I beg to say that nothing has occurred 
since my last report, which seems to require any especial notice from me. 
I continue the course which I have marked out for myself ; and I find' 
every conceivable facility afforded to me to pursue it. ; 

I have the honour to remain, gentlemen, your obedient servant 

David Smart, Protestant Chaplain. 



Roman 

Catholic 

Chaplains' 

Report. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAINS’ REPORT. 

55, Eceles-street, January 10, 1SG4. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit my report of the Mountjoy 
Female Prison for the year ending 31st December, 13(13. ' 

I am happy to state that the conduct of the prisoners has been on the 
whole satisfactory, and their readiness to attend to our instructions, while 
most beneficial to their own spiritual interests, has, I trust, contributed 
very much to secure order and discipline in the prison. 

Oil looking over the past year we have nothing very particular to add 
to the remarks made in former reports, as our duties are unchanged and 
our relations with the several departments of the prison continue 
unaltered. 

The good understanding which subsisted between tho officers and us 
has not in any way been marred, and wo have to express our acknow- 
ledgments to them for their kind assistance in the discharge of our duties 
Many of the prisoners suffered from bad health during tho year, and wo 
are sorry to have to record thatsomo deaths occurred, though not so many 
as in former years. Tho hospital continues to ho managed with tho 
greatest care, and reflects credit on tho excellent matron ; while tho 
blessings of tho sick for her kindness must indeed console her in the dis- 
charge of her arduous and constant duties. 

The schools are conducted with the greatest efficiency. The District 
Inspector lias so frequently reported on the admirable training of the 
schools that it is qnite unnecessary for us to offer any remark. Apart 
however, troin tho progress made by the prisoners, which in many 
instances is quite remarkable, wc must say that the deep interest evinced 
by the excellent schoolmistress, Miss Donvir, and her assistants, deserves 
our warmest commendation ; for which, indeed, they are amply rewarded 
by the gratitude and prayers of tho prisoners. 

You will remember that in our report last year we directed your special 
attention to some prisoners who had a short time previous boon com- 
mitted to prison from tho South Dublin Workhouse. 

We are happy to state that they have much improved ; and wo have 
reason to hope that the pationco, and forbearance, and good example of 
those placed over them will have the effect of securing their reformation, 
lor our part we shall redouble our exertions in their behalf, and give 
expression to the hope which we indulged last year, that the officers of 
the prison will make them and the other prisoners intrusted to their care 
tully sensible of the important fact, that they are appointed to aid in 
carrying out a system of legislation humanely devised, not to punish, but 
to correct and reform.” 

We have on all occasions, both in private and public, impressed on the 
■isoners the n p.p, nf name! * a. •, , 



. 7 — * iu-ivu.w ana punne, 

pnsoners the necessity of obedience to authority, and exhorted them to 
maintain order and discipline. We have also reminded 
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them of the importance of patience and forbearance, by which they might Mototjoy 
secure the prayers and blessings of the prisoners, and promote the real Female 
interests of the prison. Prison* 

We cannot close this report without referring to the signal advantages . ’ 

derived by the prisoners from the frequent visits of the Sisters of Mercy. 

They instruct and console them, and make the deepest impressions on chaplain*'' 
their minds, which cannot but exercise a salutary influence on their future Report. 
lives. 

I have the honour to be, your obedient servant, 

James Murray. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



Mouutjoy Female Prison, January 1, 1864. 

Gentlemen, — In reviewing the year just ended, we find little in what 
has come under our notice, or in the duties we have performed, to distin- 
guish our present reports from those we have had the honour of presenting. 
Discipline is enforced ; the hospital is cared ; the school is admirably 
conducted ; and our efforts for the spiritual interests of those intrusted to 
us are unrelaxed. We visit the prisoners committed from time to time to 
the penal cells ; their misery draws us to them. We afford them conso- 
lation, and exhort them to pray. We do all in our power to induce them 
to state truth to the Inspector, in order to enable him to exercise a merci- 
ful judgment, and to pardon in some cases. It is due to. the matron who 
superintends the penal ward, to mention her merit. Kindness and com- 
passion give her influence, and the unhappy sufferers in her charge not 
unfrequently pray for her and bless her. It is, perhaps, worthy also of 
remark, that the matrons most distinguished for prudence, and who regard 
their duty in a religious sense, never confound what is accidental on part 
of prisoners with deliberate violation of discipline " } and hence such matrons 
are greatly respected and readily obeyed. We continue to instruct our 
poor people on Sundays and other days, trusting in God to enlighten their 
minds, to purify their hearts, and to prepare them for a world full of danger, 
into which they shall again have to enter. We have their confidence, and 
make it subserve their interests. Penitential feeling amongst them is 
every year more perceptible j we witness its fruits in docility, meekness, 
and pious demeanour. It is true they sometimes complain of being over- 
worked, and weep when deprived of their merit marks. We soothe them 
in their trouble, and reconcile them, so far as they are able, to the work 
expected from their hands. We have taken an anxious interest in young 
persons sent here from the South Union Poorhouse. W e have.seen nothing- 
evil in their conduct : their thoughtlessness led to their punishment, and 
their wrong-mindedness prompted them to run to the penal cells, expect- 
ing to escape severe labour. Indeed, the convict system, excellent for its 
end, seems unsuited to them ; and we entertain the opinion, that had they 
been sent prior to the offences for which they are here, to a Reformatory, 
they would have yielded to its mild discipline, and be now, more than 
they are, under the influence of religion. In their regard, need I say the 
most charitable attention shall not be wanting on our part. Appreciating 
the vast good resulting from the daily visits of the Inspectors and praying 
that the laws relating to our prisons may be ever administered m 

am, gentlemen, with great respect, your very faitKful servant^ 
Luke Dempsey, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 



Mountjoy 
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Convict 

.Prison. 

Presbyte- 
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45, Eccles-strcet, Dublin, January 10, 1864. 

Gentlemen, — The report I have now the honour to submit to you does 
not differ materially from that of former years. 

Of the prisoners under my charge I am able to speak most favourably, 
my visits to the penal ward having been confined during the year to one 
case, and that in many respects exceptional. 

I am also happy to be able to say that though several of the prisoners 
are not of vigorous constitution, the amount of illness during the year has 
been comparatively little. When in hospital the prisoners are visited 
regularly ; if necessary, daily. 

Divine service is conducted on Sabbath at eight o’clock a.m., and with 
so much of attention and interest on the part of the prisoners, that I have 
never had occasion to make a complaint. Thero is no religious meeting 
conducted by me in which greater solemnity of feeling is displayed, or in 
which there is less of the formal and mechanical exhibited. I have found 
the advantage of suggesting portions of Scripture connected with the 
instruction of the morning for their study during the quiet of the day. 

On the week-days I do not strictly confine the attention of the prisoners 
to purely and exclusively religious subjects. I have been in the habit of 
varying the instruction by reading to them narratives of a general kind, 
illustrative of control of temper, loss and recovery of character, danger of 
yielding to temptation, struggles after improvement and elevation, and 
the like. The best effects appear to me to have been the resul t. The mo- 
notony of prison life is broken ; a now sot of feelings introduced into 
their minds; a great amount of information has been given them; and 
finally, lively emotion of a healthy kind has been called forth. Mauy 
times they have been bathed in tears, as in the reading of £< George 

Harrington,” a temperance tale. 

I have only to add, in conclusion, that I have had the benefit of hearty 
and judicious co-operation from Mrs. Lidwell and the matrons, and that I 
have had every possible facility afforded me in the discharge of my duties 
by every person connected with the prison. 

I have the honour to remain, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

_ J. Hall, Presbyterian Chaplain. 

lo the Directors of Convict Prisons. 



School- 

mistress’s 

Report. 



SCHOOLMISTRESS’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Female Prison, January 9, 1864. 

Gentlemen, — The annual report of tho Mountjoy Female Prison 
beliool for tho year ending 31st December, 1863, with which I beg to 
present you, is, I am happy to state, on the whole most favourable. 

he discipline and order are the same as alluded to in iirevious reports ; 
and the classes still continue large — generally 400 women attend them 
daring the day. 

In my intercourse with this large number of prisoners I feel bound to 
s a e m , generally speaking, they are anxious to improve, and grateful 
or le enents of the education which they receive ; consequently their 
s a e ° proficiency in the several branches of instruction is quite as 
advanced as heretofore, aud continues to meet witli the approbation of the 
District Inspector of National Schools. 
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I have to remark that the use of school-books in the cells, kindly Mocntjot 
granted to the prisoners in May last, has been productive of the most Female 
beneficial results. Prison 1 

If the varied tempers and difference of character to be found amongst 

so many prisoners, together with their previous habits and associations. Softool- ^ 
be taken into account, then I must unhesitatingly remark that their con- 7 pfJ 0 eS f s 
duct, with very few exceptions, is most docile and respectful, not only to 
me, but also to the other teachers, who, I must state, make use of every 
exertion to further their improvement. 

I have the honour to he, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Mary Denvir, Schoolmistress. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



SMITHFIELD AND LUSK INTERMEDIATE PRISONS, smith- 

FIELD AND 

Lusk 

Interme- 

diate 

The Intermediate Prisons have continued to work satisfactorily. Prisons. 
The conduct of the prisoners who have been confined in them Bir j^ rf - 
during the year has been, with very few exceptions, marked by the Report. 
same tone of willingness that has previously been exhibited to 
profit by the advantages of instruction and improvement that are 
therein afforded them, without attempting to abuse the privileges 
of their less stringent imprisonment. The experience of the year 
thus supports the confidence of the Directors, as expressed in their 
previous Reports, in the value of these Intermediate Establishments 
as a portion of a convict system. 

The greater part of the prisoners who have passed through them 
in the vear having been under the short sentences of three or four 
years’ penal servitude, their time in these prisons has been neces- 
sarily brief, and the number of prisoners consequently small ; but 
this will adjust itself as the men under the longer sentences come 
within reach of this stage of their imprisonment. _ 

The tradesmen, who comprise the class of convicts employed hi 
Smithfield Prison, and the farm-labourers at Lusk, have worked 
industriously and willingly, as men fully intending to qualify them- 
selves for gaining an honest livelihood by labour on discharge. 

The value of their labour is given in the usual form in the ap- 
pendix to the Superintendent’s annexed report. 

The prisoners have been attentive to their evening school instruc- 
tion, and evidently anxious to profit by the lectures which they 
have the opportunity of hearing, both at Smithfield and Lusk. 

The health of the prisoners has been well attended to by the 
Medical Officer, Dr. Brady, whose death, however, since the com- 
pletion of the year which is the subject of this report, the Directors 
regret having here to make mention of. , . 

The Chaplains report favourably on the religious and moral 
condition of the prisoners under their several charge, and ot then- 
attention to religious instruction. 

The death of the Presbyterian Chaplain, the Rev. James Edgar, 
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Smith- in the early part of the year, was mentioned in the Directors’ pre- 
^LrsK™ v * ous report. He lias been succeeded by the Rev. S. G. Morrison 
Inteeme- whose report is annexed. 

pSsras There have been no other changes in the staff' of officers. 

. — 1 ’ The duties of Lecturer to the prisoners, at both Smitlifield and 

Xe'orT^ Lusk, and of Inspector of Released Convicts in the city and county 
er ° r ' of Dublin, continue to be discharged by Mr. Organ with his usual 
zeal and ability; his useful efforts in the latter capacity including, 
as heretofore, the important object of obtaining suitable employ- 
ment for very many of the prisoners on discharge. 

Both the prisons are under the general superintendence of Mr. 
Bradfield (residing at Smitlifield), who is well assisted in his duties 
by Mr. Dwyer, the Registrar. At Lusk Principal Warder Gun- 
ning, the officer in charge for discipline and the usual prison arran ce- 
ments, and Mr. Gallagher, who superintends the drainage and 
general farm operations, have performed their duties attentively 
and successfully; and the conduct of the other officers at both 
prisons has been satisfactory. At Lusk Mr. Gallagher sustains the 
interest of the prisoners in the nature and object of their labour by 
weekly lectures on simple subjects connected with agriculture, and 
Mr. Daly, the Schoolmaster, attends carefully to their school instruc- 
tion, occasionally lecturing under Mr. Organ’s direction. 

The prison buildings at Smitlifield, and the prisoners’ iron huts 
at Lusk, and out-offices connected therewith, are maintained in 
good order and repair. 

The expenses have been only the ordinary necessary expenses of 
a prison establishment, and are detailed in the appendix to the 
Superintendent’s annexed report. 

I. S. Wiiitt y, ) _ . 

P. J. Murbay, 1 Dlrect ° rs ' 



Protatant PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Chaplain's 

Re P ° rt • January 1, 18G4. 

Gentlemen - , During the past year divine worship has been celebrated 
legularly in the prison chapel, and the sacrament lias been duly adminis- 
tered upon the high festivals of the Church. I have, as heretofore, to 
report that the conduct of the prisoners has been uniformly excellent, and, 
1 may say, exemplary. They join earnestly in the responses, and, as far 
^ feel comfort in, and derive hope from, the services of 

the Church. They are most attentive to the advice and instruction I can 
give them at all times ; and I have derived the greatest encouragement 
and hope from their behaviour. I have not had occasion to utter one 
word of reproof to any man during the past year. 

'( ™ ie - n . um ^ r ,°f Protestant prisoners is about the average of past years, 
1 anything, it is or» the increase. Sometimes I have had a congregation 

0 six, at other times of fifteen ; but the latter is an exceptional case, and 

1 would say the average number for the year is eight or nine. 

ery few of the Protestant prisoners, when liberated on tickets-of- 
lioence, remain in Dublin. They prefer to return to the place of their 
nr or former occupation. Of all those who have been liberated since 
tne chaplaincy of the prison was intrusted to me, there was but one the 
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sincerity of whose reformation I had reason to suspect. As far as I can Smith- 
ascertain, the rest are earning their bread by hard and honest labour, and Fr ^ L ^ ' Ajn> 
are grateful for the instruction they received in the convict prisons. Ikterme. 

Occasionally I have felt the want of some small fund from which assist- biate 
ance could be given to a liberated or discharged prisoner. Illness will P R1S0Jf S - 
enfeeble a man — sometimes the best endeavours may eud in failure — and Protestant 
I have been appealed to, not indeed often, but occasionally, for help. There Chaplain's 
are cases in which a little temporary help would be not merely a kindness Re P ort - 
but a service ; and I venture to suggest that a fund might be made up of 
forfeited gratuities, from which a small amount of help could be given by 
the Directors, when they are fully satisfied that the case is a deserving 
one, and that the pressure on the applicant is of a temporary character, 
admitting of relief by a small expenditure. 

I have, as usual, to express my sense of the assistance afforded to me 
at all times by the efficient and anxious officers of the prison. The 
Superintendent has ever done all that he could to render my humble 
ministrations pleasant to myself and advantageous to the prisoners. From 
Mr. Dwyer I have ever received that help which the nature of his duties 
enabled him to give. The warders, from their constant intercourse with 
the prisoners, become thoroughly acquainted with the peculiar temper and 
failings of individuals, and they have enabled me to address myself to the 
special requirements of each. 

All the officers of the prison have worked most harmoniously together, 
and it is unnecessary for me to say that the energetic efforts of the Lec- 
turer are appreciated by the men as they are esteemed by the Govern- 
ment. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Yours, most obediently and faithfully, 

George B. "Wheeler, a.m., 

Chaplain of Smith field Prison and Assistant 
Curate of St. Mary’s Parish. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 



Roman 

Catholio 

Chaplains 



St. Paul’s, Arran-quay, kiport. 
May 27, 186i. 

Gentlemen, — In submitting my report I have only to repeat what I 
laid before you last year, inasmuch as the duties of a Catholic Chaplain 
are always the same. I performed those duties with exactness, and have 
done all I could have done for the spiritual aud temporal welfare of the 
prisoners, who have always been most orderly and respectful They have 
considerably often frequented the sacraments of Penance and the Eucharist, 
but not so often as would be desirable. _ , 

Duriug the winter a large number of the prisoners were confined to 
hospital through severe cold. A few cases were dangerous, aud one case 
was fatal. X attended him several times before his death, and duly ad- 
ministered to him the sacraments of Penance and Extreme unction. 

Accept my thanks for having granted the vestments, and also for the 
kind consideration you have given to my request for a distinct chapel for 
the prisoners under my charge. I consider it to be a matter of great 
importance that each form of religion should have distinct churches to 
enable them to carry out their various ordinances. No doubt the prisoners 
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in Smithfield have a free exercise of their religion, as free as in any part 
of the British dominions — no let or hindrance arising from any quarter • 
still I regret the want of a distinct place of worship for the different sects^ 
because I consider prison discipline in its various forms merely as auxiliary 
to religion in the reformation of the criminal. Religion, then, should be 
provided with everything necessary and suitable, that it may be effectual ; 
and as long as one chapel receives two congregations, in every respect 
different, religion is not provided for sufficiently, and consequently fails to 
produce, to the full extent, its salutary effects. There is no need for me 
to say anything to persuade yon of the necessity of a distinct chapel, for 
yon are already convinced of the necessity and propriety of such a dis- 
tinction. 

The best of harmony and good-will exist between the other officials of 
the prison and myself. Their only aim seems to be the ■ reformation of 
the criminal. 

Mr. Organ continues still to lecture well on these subjects within his 
own sphere. I was one of his auditors on several occasions. He kept 
closely to secular instruction, and avoided that which was outside his 
province. All appear to me to unite in harmony and good-will, working 
together in one good work of charity, to reclaim the fallen, to remove the 
old man of crime, and to invest him with the new man of repentance and 
reformation ; to restore him to his place in society, where he works honestly 
for his temporal wants, and piously for his spiritual ones ; thus, acting 
through life with a well-grounded hope of future reward in a life of 
immortality. 

I could not finish my report without giving public testimony of the 
kindness and co-operation I have at all times received from Messrs. 
Bradfield and Dwyer. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

(Signed), John O’Hanlon, o.c. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

37, Montpelier-hill, Dublin, 

_ January, 1864. 

“I "!-7 appointment to % Chaplaincy of Smithfield 
n, ave regularly discharged its duties on Sundays, and occasionally 
IT// ' 011 d - Unns tl,e week Eacl > Sabbath afternoon I have con- 
W VT™ 6 accordin S t0 tl,e !ovms »f the Presbyterian Church, 

. ho f 1VR1S1 e more efficiently to secure the attention, and simplified 
^nmm D1 ° le ^ ^ ^ general intelligence of the prisoners. I have also 
a A Seil - ef l ° f *. eek ;<% instructions in exposition of the Apos- 
• ,? ' , n ^terestmg feature in the meetings for religious instruc- 
l tif • 6 P 1,30ners the Episcopalian and Presbyterian persuasions 

the ] ^ ubh0 worsb P ancl for occasional religious exercises during 

pi I • ‘ , ! s al ' ra o£oment works admirably, commends itself to the 

Chaplains, and is peculiarly gratifying to the prisoners themselves. 

o-pnpnll ^i 110 .^ 0 5 mea * s unexce ptionable. Their demeanour 
ITiT+lTlJ T th 7 give ?° in8t ruction, the decorous manner in 

y on uct themselves during divine service, their respect for the 
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Chaplains and all the officers, and the grateful way in which they acknow- Smith- 
ledge all instances of attention to them, are truly commendable. FIE Lusr ND 

Of the complete reformation of those who have been discharged during Interhe- 
the year I eutertain no doubt. One of them, whilst in hospital, told me D1AT f 
that to the treatment he had received, and the pains taken to awaken him 
to a sense of religion, he owed his present peace and future prospects. Trashy- 

My comparative inexperience forbids me to criticise the relative value terian ^ 
of the modes of prison discipline. But so far as I have had opportunity 9 

to judge, I incline to the belief that the system pursued in the Irish Inter- 
mediate Prisons meets the two great requirements of such institutions, 
namely, it is deterrent in discipline and reformatory in teaching. 

I wish to bear testimony to the assistance which I have received from 
the excellent Superintendent, his Deputy, and all the officers. To the 
educational and moral training, under the able and assiduous Lecturer, 

Mr. Organ — the more than professional interest taken in the prisoners by 
Mr. Bradfield — and the strict, yet kind, way in which every subordinate 
official performs his duties, I attribute, in large measure, the prosperity 
of the establishment. 

I trust I may say, without being chargeable with flattery, that the 
efficiency of this and the other prisons, is largely owing to the spirit 
manifested on the part of the present Directory. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, yours, most obediently, 

S. G. Morrison, 

Chaplain of Smitbfield Prison. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons. 



MEDICAL OFPICER’S REPORT. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit the medical report on the ^ 
Intermediate Convict Prisons at Smithfield and Lusk for the year 1863. 

The following is a general statement of the movement in the hospital 
of the prisons during the past year : — 

No. of patients in hospital, January 1st, 1863, - - - 2 

No. admitted since, to 31st of December inclusive, - - 45 

Total under treatment during the year, - - - " H 

Of these there were discharged, - - - - 

Kemaining in hospital 1st January, 1864, - - 4 



The following table presents a specification of the diseases with which 
the patients admitted in the year were affected 



Simple continued fever, 
Bronchitis, - 
Catarrh, 

Rheumatism, acute, 
Inflammation of bowels, 
Ophthalmia, 

Diarrhoea, - 
Constipation, 



2 Wounds, 

12 Piles, 

10 Sprains, 

3 Contusions, 

1 Abscess, - 

4 Paraphymosis, 



I have the gratification of being able to report that the sanitary state 
of the prisoners has been most satisfactory during the past year, the num- 
ber of cases admitted to hospital being scarcely more than half the number 
of admissions in any previous year. 
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The diseases that occurred were, with some few exceptions, of a mild 
and tractable character, being chiefly bronchitic and catarrhal’ affections 
which seldom required any prolonged residence in hospital for their 
recovery. 

The exceptional cases above referred to, few in number— about nine 
or ten — were generally men broken down in health by long confinement 
or labouring under organic disease, who were obliged to pass a great part 
of their time in hospital. This class of patients required the most watch- 
ful care and attention to their ailments, and could only be sustained by 
the free use of light nourishment and stimulants. ^ 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 



To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 



Thomas Beady. 



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

Smithfield Intermediate Prison, 
10th January, 18G4. 

Gentlemen, — At the close of another year, I have the honour of sub- 
mitting to you, as Directors of the Irish Convict Prisons, my report, with 
statistical returns, on this and the Lusk Branch Prison. 

The conduct of the prisoners in general has been satisfactory, only five 
breaches of discipline having occurred — viz., three in this prison and two at 
Lusk— for which it was deemed necessary to remove the delinquents to the 
Mountjoy Prison, there to undergo a further probation ; hut in every case 
with one exception, they were permitted to return to this prison, having 
given proofs of amendment ; and I feel pleasure in bearing testimony to 
their uniformly good conduct during their second terms here. 

The nature of intermediate prisons, and the advantages to be derived 
irorn a steady course of conduct while in them, are clearly and fully 
explained to every draft of prisoners immediately after their arrival here 
■^ irec * i0r j sees them for that purpose. 

. em pl°ynients of the prisoners have been the same as during pre- 
vious years, no new works having been introduced. 

The special training which the prisoners receive in these prisons has 
a marked effect on their characters, as is manifested from the great change 
observable in their conduct aud bearing after having spent some time in 
this prison ; and judging from the fewness of the relapses, I may venture 
to hope that the majority of those discharged are now affording practical 
proofs of the efficiency of the training they have received here. 

® arming operations at Lusk have been carried on as during previous 
7 ai | S 3 i. U 3 Owm o small number of prisoners there, very little drain- 
ng as een executed, and a portion of the Commons remains yet un drained, 

1 be t n re, l ,lired for toe general farm work. Very fair 

S ’,)• S ? ea r a ! ld white ’ hare been raised ; and when all shall have 
return P ° Sed 0l ’ proceeds ’ i{ is anticipated, will represent a fair 

prison are in fair repair, and the outlay upon 
“ be P ast . y e ?r W Ter y inconsiderable. I do not anticipate 
of wo, L ^ tepairs during the present year, as a considerable amount 

» A tue as *>“*6 

er pn! prl kusk are also in good repair. A cart-shed has been 
erected at a very small expense by the prisoners’ labour. Another shed, 
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in which the prisoners can be employed on wet days at stonebreaking, is Smith- 

also in course of erection — the stones to be thus broken being required 

for the prison farm-roads. Interue- 

The conduct of the subordinate officers both here and at Luslc has been p DlATI ? 
satisfactory ; all have cheerfully and zealously co-operated for the good R1S0N S ' 
of the establishments and the welfare of the prisoners. I think it but Superinieu- 
si tuple justice to Mr. Gunning, the Principal Warder at Lusk, aud Mr. dent's 
Gallagher, the Superintendent of Drainage, to record my sense of the very epo ' 
creditable manner in which, iu my opinion, they have discharged their 
duties. 

Before concluding this report, I feel bound to acknowledge the cordial 
and efficient co-operation I have invariably received from Mr. Dwyer, the 
Registrar, by whose ability and experience I have been materially assisted 
in the discharge of the various duties connected with these prisons. 

The religious, moral, and sanitary condition of the prisoners will be 
reported upon by those officers to whose departments they respectively 
belong. 

I certify that the rules laid down for the government of these prisons 
have been complied with, except in such cases as have been brought under 
the notice of the Directors. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

W. Bkadfield, Superintendent. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 



Statements of the Number of Convicts in custody, committed, and disposed of 
for one year, ending 31st December, 1863. 



In custody, 1 st January, 1863, - 86 

Received from Spike Island Prison, - - - 123 

,, Mount joy Male Prison, - - 13 

136 

222 

How disposed of: — 

Removed to Mouutjoy Male Prison, - - - 5 

Discharged on completion of sentence, - - 1 

Released on orders of licence, - - - - 132 



In custody, 1 st January, 1 S64, - 81 

Ages on Reception of the Prisoners received during the year. 



18 years and under 20 years, - - 1 

20 ,, ,, 30, ,, - - 81 

30 „ ,, 40 „ - - 42 

40 „ „ 50 „ - 3 

50 ,, „ 60 „ - - 8 

Above 60 years, 1 



Total, - - - 136 

Sentences of the Prisoners received during the year. 



3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
10 
14 



years' penal servitude, 



transportation, 



15 



- 32 

- 44 

4 

- 23 

1 

9 

1 

- 17 



Total, - - - 136 
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Crimes of the Prisoners received during the year. 



Arson, - 

Assault, - - - 

Attempt to steal, - - - 

Ass stealing, - 

Attempting to compel to quit, 
Burglary, - 

„ and robbery, 

„ and larceny, 

Being a member of an unlawful society, 
Cattle stealing, - 

Coining, - 

Desertion, - - - - 

Felony, - - - 

Forgery and larceny, 

Highway robbery, - 

Horse stealing, - 

Housebreaking, - 

Larceny, - 

,, and former conviction, *• 

Manslaughter, 

Obtaining goods under false pretences, 
Picking pockets, - 

[Receiving stolen goods, 

Rape, - 
Robbery, - 
Sheep stealing, - 

Sacrilege, - 
Stabbing, - 
Subsequent felony, 

Uttering base coin, - 
Violence to superior officer, 



- 3 

- 5 

- 1 
_ 2 

2 

- 19 

- 18 

- 5 
1 

- 6 
1 

- 3 

- 1 
- 1 

- 3 

- 4 

- 1 

- 15 

- 13 

- 2 
- 1 

- 9 

- 6 
- 1 

- 3 

- 5 

- 1 
- 1 
- 1 
- 1 
- 1 

13 $ 



Account showing the value of Productive Labour of Prisoners for the year 
ending 31st December, 1863. 



Tailoring, - 
Shoemaking, 
Carpentry, - 
Brush making, 
Weaving, - 
Smiths and Nailers, 
Matraaking, 

Net making, 



Sixteen prisoners, viz., la- 
bourers at the Mount joy 
Prison, fatigue duty in 
this prison, cooking, mess- 
ing, cleaning prison, 
pumping water, painting, 
messenger, picking fibre, 
&e., fifty-two weeks, at 
9s., 

Thirty-six labourers drain- 
ing, subsoiling, and gene- 
ral farm, 



£ s. d. 
137 18 3 
109 12 0 
26 8 9 
8 8 4 
2 10 11 
18 1 9 
2 2 7 
12 4 3 



Total, 



317 6 10 



374 8 0 
842 8 0 



- 1,534 2 10 



Daily average number in Smithfield, 39 
Do. do., Lusk, - 36 



Less sick, 



Average earnings of each effective pr 
soner, £21 12s. 2d. 
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Abstract of Expenditure under the several heads of service, for the year ending 
31st December, 1863. 

Heads of Service. Amount. 

Salaries, - 

Victualling, including officers’ rations, - 
Light, - ' 

Alterations and repairs, - 
Contingencies, - 

Utensils, - 

Medicines and surgical instruments, 

Medical comforts, - 

Officers’ clothing, - 

Officers’ travelling, including transit of pr 
Washing, - - - - 

Cleaning prison, - 

Advertising, - 

Bedding, - 

Bent, rates, and taxes, - 
Total, - 

In addition to these payments the following items have been, for the convenience 
of the service, paid from this establishment, through which the great majority at 
the convicts are discharged : — 

Gratuities of 133 convicts, earned in the Convict Prisons, - - £604 13 4 

Travelling of 133 convicts to their homes, - 

Clothing (discharged and others), - 







£ 


s. 


d. 


. 


- 


1,356 


8 


0 


- 


_ 


839 


16 


9 


. 


_ 


GO 


10 


0 


_ 


_ 


31) 


9 


9 


. 


. 


71 


1 


1 


- 


_ 


12 


6 


11 


_ 


_ 


12 


11 


1 


- 


. 


5 


1 


5 


_ 


. 


69 


10 


6 


=oners, 


- 


83 


17 


0 


_ 


- 


33 


0 


10 


_ 


. 


4 


1 


6 


_ 


_ 


l 


16 


3 


_ 


. 


o 


G 


o 


- 


- 


10 


0 


0 


- 


- 


2,592 


17 


3 



Smith- 
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diate 
Prisons. 

Superinten- 
dent's 



Report. 



68 10 2 
553 17 10 



Total, 



- £1,427 1 4 



LECTURER’S REPORT. 

Smithfield Prison, January, 1864. 

Gentlemen ,— I Lave the honour to submit my seventh annual report 
upon the Smithfield Intermediate Prison. . T . j 1 i 

The intermediate phase of prison management in Ireland has perhaps 
elicited more discussion than any other subject bearing upon the import- 
ant question— “ What shall we do with our Convicts. The experience 
of oi°-ht very eventful years fortifies me m the opinion that intermediate 
prisons afford greater opportunities of acquiring a more though know- 
ledge of the natural character and dispositions of criminals than can 

ha Mon of 11 the very worst type continue to pass through this prison, a ° d 
whose antecedents mark them as old and habitual offenders. Those who 
make crime and criminals a subject for serious and contemplative study 
well know that no matter what -trouble, what anxiety, and nhat interest 
may he taken in the amendment of bad and vicious men, a laige mar a i 
must be allowed for failures and disappointments. . 

There is a cause for every physical disease, or it may be a combmation 
of causes, and I think the same may he said of every mod disease. JMore 
we can effectually deal with the moral disease of man, we must far-t 
ascertain its why and wherefore. We know that physical ailment, often 
refuse to yield to man’s most skilful ability and experience; such I fear, is 
the case with the moral infirmities of some men— infirmities I believe, 
which call for the special treatment of the Almighty Physician himself 
Men or women of this stamp must always constitute the stock-in-trade 
f of everv country. To discriminate between the uuimpre-- 

ilHnd the hopeful convict one of the chief objects aimed at in the 
Intermediate Prisons ; and I believe that in the big .majority of instances 
their success in this way cannot be honestly contradicte l. 



Lecturer's 

Report. 
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Smith- . If we are to grapple with crime as a social evil, we must always bear 
FI Lusk ND ' m ttafc man > 110 matter wliat his position, is a creature of eircuw- 
Imterme- stances. . Therefore, the first step to be taken in the reformation of the 
mate convict is to examine and consider the circumstances under which he had 
Prisons, fallen. Having given the causes of crime my attention for the past ei°-ht 
Lecturer's years, during which time I have become acquainted with criminals of 
Report. almost every class, I now venture to offer my views a3 to their classifica- 
tion. 1. Those who from the absence of parental control in early boyhood, 
or by the evil example of their parents, recklessly commit acts of petty 
theft, and who become more and more hardened in their evil ways, by 
associating with more experienced and more artful thieves — these after- 
wards constitute the class of habitual offenders to whom honest employ- 
ment is irksome and distasteful. 2. Persons of indolent, intemperate 
habits, who, having the greatest aversion to continuous labour, prefer the 
hazardous chances of crime to the merited rewards of honest, humble toil. 
In this class we find burglars, receivers of stolen goods, and adult pick- 
pockets. 3. Those who may be designated criminals of incidence form 
another class, in which we find men convicted for manslaughter, forgery, 
drunken robberies, and agrarian offences. These, in my miud, are the" 
three principal classes of criminals. Notwithstanding the grossly 
demoralized class of men who find their way to Smithfield, the good work 
of reformation steadily proceeds. Of course failures are inevitable amongst 
such a class, but they are so few as not to affect the reputation which 
Smithfiekl has won for itself. 

The impracticability of dealing with prisoners in masses for reformatory 
purposes is now universally admitted. We may punish them by thou- 
sands, but to reform them we must deal with them by units — that is, know 
each man s moral disease, and how it originated. To deal with convicts 
in the way here mentioned involves, no doubt, much time, patience, and 
perseverance; but the reformation of one old and habitual thief more than 
compensates for all, and the beneficial results of such a man’s reformation 
to society cannot be too highly estimated. 

I still continue to address to the men simple and useful lectures, in 
which they take a great interest. Of course the language must be very 
plain to come within the range of the capacities of men of their class. 
The lectures have always a moral tendency ; and whilst endeavouring to 
make the prisoners acquainted with things and places in the universe 
around them, I also endeavour to impress upon them, the wisdom, provi- 
dence, and power of the Omnipotent Being whose laws they had outraged. 

I believe the competitive examination based upon the lectures of °the 
week, and which take place in Smithfield every Saturday evening, to be 
another important. phase in the Intermediate Prison system. To see old 
men, heretofore vicious and demoralized, becoming as it were schoolboys 
once more, putting questions, in themselves harmless and instructive, is, to 
say the least, interesting; and to bring once evil-designing and experienced 
criminals to this state, is in itself a hopeful trait in the character of the 
system and the convict. 



is impossible to over-estimate the advantages of voluntary emigra- 
ion. t as been productive cf the most gratifying results, no matter 
om w lat point we look at it. The State and the country have benefited 
by it, whilst to the well-meaniDg released convict it has proved a boon of 
wbicli we cannot speak too highly. 

+i made by me some years since has been quoted as a proof 

that the Irish people have a sympathy for the Irish criminal. Now, the 
a ernen is this:— I mentioned in some of my former reports that it some- 
lmes lappened that the demand for Smithfield men was greater thaD the 
supply, w hat I meant to convey in making the statement was, that 
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employers to whom the antecedents and reformatory training of the Smith- Smith- 
field prisoners were known, and by whom the faithful and honest conduct FI ^ S ^ D 
of other prisoners released from Smithfield was tested and appreciated, Imtebme- 
applied for similar men, but could not get them, there being none eligible dute 
for discharge at the time. It will be remembered that these employers P MS0N S - 
always and invariably kept their knowledge of the discharged convicts Zecturer'x 
whom they might employ strictly secret, and never for a moment allowed Report. 
the other workmen in their employment to know anything about them. 

It has, however, sometimes happened that workmen did find out the 
former position of some of the men I had recommended, and when this 
occurred the ex-convict was soon compelled to seek employment elsewhere. 

Often have those men come to me to relate the annoyance they indirectly 
received from the workmen ; and were it not for the lessons of patience 
and self-reliance learned in the classification of the convict prisons, and 
in a higher degree at Smithfield, violence from ill-feeling might on more 
than one occasion have been the result. 

The importance of the individualization of convicts cannot he too highly 
valued, as by it we are enabled to form, generally speaking, a fair idea of 
the man’s natural character and disposition. Without thus dealing with 
criminals we can never expect to know them, nor they us. Prisoners are, 
as a general rule, a suspecting and malignant class. The first thing to be 
done is to win, if possible, their confidence ; and to do this needs no small 
support from Christian forbearance and patient endurance. They are 
impressed, at the beginning, with the belief that no prison officer can be 
their friend ; and so deeply rooted is this idea, that from some it never can 
bo removed. 

It is incumbent upon us to do what we can to induce had men to dis- 
continue their evil ways ; but whilst our exertious are directed to this 
good work, we are not to close our eyes to the struggling and often pauper 
condition of the honest, struggling poor. I for one do _ not ; and my 
greatest ambition is to see an habitual thief cease his criminal profession, 
and take his stand amongst the humble aud lowly toiling multitudes, and 
like them he content with his lot, and glad even to call the cellar or the 
curvet his honest home. This, and this only, 1 have endeavoured to do ; 
and though I have failed in some cases, I have succeeded in many 

Undeserved sympathy and unmerited and ill-judged assistance have, 
and ever will have, an evil effect upon criminals, the great majority of 
whom entertain a peculiar abhorrence of hard, honest work. Now, I hold 
that the only test we have of a convict’s amendment is to see him cheer- 
fully and resolutely apply himself to honest, continuous toil, which he 
heretofore evaded, when indolence and theft were more congenial to his 
tastes, and were more remunerative in his estimation. A system that 
can so train and amend the vagrant thief, the fearless burglar, and pro- 
fessed pickpocket, is surely deserving of the approval of society the 
support of the State, and the good-will of all men ; and that the Irish 
system has. to a great extent, done this, I believe that none who know 
its working will be disposed to deny. 

By every officer in Smithfield have I been supported m my duties; and 
I cannot too highly speak of the marked and cheerful co-operatiou given 
by Messrs. Bradfield and Dwyer, at all times, when circumstances arose 
w'liich rendered their counsel and experience advisable. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

James P. Orgau, Lecturer. 



The Directors of Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 
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LUSK PRISON. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

The Vicarage, Lusk, January 9, 1884. 

Gentlemen, — I have much pleasure in reporting that the Protestant 
inmates of the Lusk Prison have, during the past year, conducted them- 
selves in a very exemplary manner, and that several of them have evinced 
great earnestuess, and a desire for religious improvement, which has heen 
evidenced by au unusually frequent attendance at the holy communion. 
They have received instruction with becoming attention, and have given 
every reason to hope that the lessons they have been taught, and the expe- 
rience they have acquired, will produce satisfactory fruits in their after-life. 

Much good continues to result from the style of discipline employed 
towards the convicts, in which firmness and consideration arc so happily 
blended, and in the exercise of which the Chief Warder and his associates 
continue to manifest such diligence and judgment. 

I have the honour to remain, gentlemen, your obedient, li amble servant 
William Reeves, c.d., Vicar of Lusk. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Lusk, January 3, 1884. 

i Gentlemen, — As it is expected that I, as Chaplain to the Lusk Prison, 
should give a report for the past year, I beg leave to send in the fol- 
lowing: — 

First, I must say that I am very much pleased with the moral conduct of 
the prisoners in general : their orderly and edifying demeanour goinc 
and returning and in church, lias merited great praise from the people 
who see them. Secoudly, as far I can learn, they have been most willing 
to perform every work required of them. 

The common on which the prison stands is becoming fertile in an ex- 
traordinary degree, as must appear to any person looking at the very 
laige stands of corn and hay. Thirty acres ot wheat are already sown, in. 
the best condition, under the superintendence of Mr. Gallagher, the very 
clever Engineer. J 

The Chief Warder, Mr. Gunning, is spoken of by tbe prisoners with 
affection and esteem, as he is unremitting in his attention when their 
health requires it. The other warders are very attentive to their re- 
spective duties ; so that everything is going on in such a manner as not 
only to elicit approbation, hut praise. 

I have the honour to remain, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Augustus Costigan, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 



LECTURER’S REPORT. 

January, 1864. 

r ^ er ]? a P s 110 _ t s h' 0T1 D er evidence could he advanced in favour of Interme- 
diate Prison System than that which shows itself in the general conduct 
and cheerful industry of the convicts located upon the Lusk Penal Farm. 

rlere, upon a partially reclaimed common, situated in an open, bleak, 
and unsheltered country, some sixteen miles from the Irish metropolis, are 
to be found criminals who heretofore hade defiance to the laws of God, 
and outraged frequently and long those of society. Subdued at least they 
now are; and judging as far as observation and existing circumstances will 
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permit, one is led to hope that the great majority of them will have been Smith- 
socially and morally improved when again they enter the outer world. FI lcsk NE 
The content of the farm may he estimated at 170 acres, of which 120 Intermk- 
consisted a few years since of a barren, uncultivated waste ; of these SO d1at e 
have been reclaimed, and now vie in productive properties with any I> R1SQN :: ’- 
land in the surrounding district. The progress of the farm is eucouragiugj Lecturers 
and the men seem to compete with one another in furthering the agricui- Report. 
tural works, which, when completed, will no doubt stand as a lasting 
testimony of the great good that may be effected by diverting convict 
labour into a proper channel. 

The good effects of the manly and natural employment which the little 
colony affords are clearly visible in the men, and must be gratifying to 
those who are acquainted with their antecedents and previous modes of 
living. Amongst them are to be found criminals of all possible types, 
except only those convicted for very grave offences ; and he who takes an 
interest in the reformation of erring man cannot fail to admire a system 
which has wrought such happy changes upon the hearts, minds, and dis- 
positions of men, who heretofore resisted all advice, and spurned all efforts 
made to induce them to abandou their evil ways. 

To the ordinary labourer unpaid extra work is irksome and unpleasant; 
by the men at Lusk labour of this kind is willingly encountered, and 
cheerfully gone through. Indeed I have seldom known the paid servants 
of any employer more anxious than the men of Lusk are that the tasks 
appointed to them should be performed faithfully and well. Some will 
say this great interest in the work is taken for certain motives ; true it is 
there is a motive which prompts the men to cheerful action, but that 
motive is gratitude, and from gratitude only could it spring. It cannot 
be through hypocrisy; for here, as in Smithfield, this base vice is seldom 
permitted to pass unobserved or uncensured ; and the dissembler is made 
to know that by frankness and truth bis interests can best be served. 

There is a very healthy and moral tone pervading this convict settlement; 
indeed, it may be said the men govern themselves to a great extent, tho 
interference of an officer being very seldom necessary. 

I am aware that lecturing to convicts has sounded strangely on the 
ears of those by whom it is urged that a greater interest is manifested in 
the education of criminals than in that of the honest industrious poor. 

Now I deny the force of this statement ; and even if it were true, it affords 
no valid reason for neglecting the education of men with whom ignorance of 
the worst and darkest kind maybe set down as one of the causes of crime. 

It needs no demonstration to prove that ignorance is a very powerful 
cause of crime ; hence it is that the great object of the system of instruc- 
tion, as carried out here and in Smithfield, is to illumine the mind and 
emancipate it from the vicious, warped, and prejudiced state in which 
it had reposed for years; and while in that state who can deny that man 
more easily and unthinkingly falls a prey to the evil propensities of his 
Dature, and more readily and unsuspiciously a victim to the wily and 
plodding seducer. Again, the system aims at another, and which every 
Christian will admit to be a laudable object. It is this, to make them 
acquainted with the works of the great Author of their being, but of 
course in a way peculiarly suited to their capacity of comprehension, 
which, generally speaking, can only allow them to take instruction as it 
were drop by drop. 

In lecturing to them I select subjects wbicli strike me as being instruc- 
tive and applicable. Social subjects seerp to interest them very much, 
such as “ Crime, its Causes, and Results “ The Prospects of the Reformed 
Convict at Home and Abroad; 5 ’ ‘‘Strikes — their consequences upon 
Working Men “ Associates— How to distinguish between Friends and 
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Smith- Acquaintances “ Industry,” “ Frugality,” “ Pel-severance,” “ Self-Depend- 
^Lusii™ ence i” “Decision of Cliaracter,” “Self-Control,” Ac. These and such 
Interjie- like subjects always elicit tlieir attention. Then, on the other hand we 
diate talk of the flowers of the field, the stars of the sky, the inhabitants of the 
Prisons. occan ^ 0 f earthquakes and volcanoes, of rivers ; — in fine, in a simple 
Lecturer's humble way, I endeavoured to open to their view the “ Glories of 
Report. Creation,” and at the same time impress them with the power and the 
providence of the great Author of their nature. 

Public opinion is most favourable as regards the conduct and demean- 
our of the men, and the farm is frequently visited by the gentry of the 
district, who, indeed, seem to take a lively interest in its success. 

The true character of these men soon displays itself here, notwithstand- 
ing the work is very slavish during many months of the year, and no 
doubt irksome to the pickpocketing class, yet it is cheerfully gone through, 
every man (to use the prisoners’ own words) “does his best.” Standing 
in the midst of these men whilst engaged at their honest and useful labour 

and observing them now and then wipe the sweat from their faces faces 

which a short time before were marked with gloom and with suspicion, 
but now irradiated with gleams of confidence and aspirations of hope— 
earnestly have I wished that a career of similar honest and independent 
toil might await them when prison constraint had ceased, and freedom 
once more restored. Often have I paused to think what their future 
might be, but He only to whom are known their sins and their sorrows 
can reveal the mystery. Man can only hope and timidly offer his opinion ,- 
and this opinion, even to approximate to probability, must be founded 
upon past experience and practical acquaintance with the details, antece- 
dents, and past circumstances of the criminal. 

Never was there a work more pregnant with hope and yet with appre- 
hension than that of criminal reformation; and after a thorough practical 
experience of eight years of the manners, customs, character and dispo- 
sitions of criminals within and without the prison— with this experience I 
pronounce the reformation of a criminal a task at all times difficult, and 
at no time certain, but yet, with faith in the work, never to he despaired of. 

The good resulting to society, even in a pecuniary point of view, by the 
amendment of one old, habitual, and training thief, is, I fear, not fully un- 
derstood by the public generally. If it were so the advantages arising 
rom Intermediate Prisons in this country would have been even more 
fully appreciated than they had been. In them all possible meaus are 
taken to secure the after well-being of men once bad and vicious. And 
again it would appear that the depraved and demoralized class of men 
with whom the system has to deal is very much lost sight of by those 
who expect more than human exertion can accomplish. 

All can he said about Lusk and its sister institution, Smithfield, is, that 
id them every effort is made to open the eyes of the prisoners to the evils of 
their past lives, and to make them thinking beings; and if we have not suc- 
ceeded as we should have wished it cannot be honestly denied that success 
in a great measure has signalized the work of the past eight years. 

in bringing this brief report to a close I should not be justified in 
omitting to accord to Messrs. Gunning, Gallagher and Daly my best 
auks lor their kind and very valuable. co-operation during the past year. 
It is a source of gratification to me to know and feel that here, as in 
bmithheld, officers and men are willing to assist me in the mission to 
which Providence has been pleased to assign me. 

I remain, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

, J. ' P. Obgan, Lecturer. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons. 
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RELEASED CONVICTS, DUBLIN DISTRICT. 



Report of the Inspector of Released Convicts in the Dublin Releised 

District Convicts, 

uiMmu. Dublin 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit my first annual report, as District. 
Inspector of Released Convicts in the Dublin District. hrpeetaft 

Prom the first time I became connected with the Irish convict service Report. 



I saw the necessity of such an office, and since then I have continued to 
visit, assist, and report upon all released convicts in the city aud county 
of Dublin. My position as Inspector was officially recognised in August, 
1863, when His Excellency the Earl of Carlisle was graciously pleased to 
confer upon me the appointment. 

My position as Inspector is rather a peculiar one, but such that no 
person can question its importance or utility. The following are among 
the chief duties which it entails upon me : — 1st, providing employment 
for the men when discharged from intermediate prisons ; 2nd, carrying 
out a detailed and continuous supervision in the city and county of 
Dublin ; 3rd, preparing and forwarding to you, gentlemen, a bi-monthly 
report upon each released prisoner residing in my district. Subjoined is 
a form of the report : — 



Pork of Supervision Report in the Dublin District. 



Date of 
Conviction. 


Sentence. 


c .ii 


Crime. 


Former 
Convic- 
tions, &c. 


Name- 


Residence. 


Employer. 


Employ- 

ment 


u. 

S 




Observations 



























4th, keeping up a frequent correspondence with discharged prisoners, 
whether in Ireland or out of it ; 5th, providing hospital accommodation 
for those men who may be ill, and workhouse shelter for the aged, the 
feeble, and the infirm amongst them. 

These are some of my duties ; hut there are others which are not necessary 
to mention here. _ . 

When we consider the many temptations and incentives to crime which 
abound in a wealthy and populous city like Dublin, I think it is only 
justice to the Irish Convict System to say that out of about 2,000 convicts 
'released from Smithfield during the past eight years, all of whom were 
located in the Dublin district for some time, more or less, after their dis- 
charge, not 30 of them have relapsed into crime whilst under my super- 
vision, either through theft, drunkenness, or violation of the conditions 
of their ticket of licence. This is a fact which challenges honest contra- 
diction, and can be ascertained by referring to my Id-monthly supervision 

experience of criminals both inside and outside a prison leads me 
to believe that the following causes may be set down for their relapse into 

crime : 1st, short sentences on habitual offenders, and consequently too 

short a supervision ; 2nd, re-association with former evil companions ; 
3rd, leaguing with prison acquaintances whose conduct in prison was 
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such as to exclude them from intermediate training — these acquaintances 
arc, generally speaking, of that class which are deemed unimpressible ; 
4th, a manifest distaste for continuous, hard, honest work, and an absence 
of physical energy and self-respect, which signally marks the character of 
the indolent and intemperate criminal. 

1 believe that no thinking man, who has given the reformation of cri- 
minals and the laws of his country proper consideration, but must have 
seen the importance of convict supervision and appreciated it. To the 
released convict, when well inclined, it serves as a reasonable hut power- 
ful reminder of the errors and misfortunes of the past. To the evil- 
disposed discharged prisoner it acts as a very salutary check upon his 
conduct, narrows his sphere of crime, and furnishes a very potent means 
to his sure and speedy identification. It is clear, then, that* whether we 
consider the amendment of the criminal or the protection of society, the 
supervision of released convicts is sound in principle and beneficial in 
results. 

Two years battling with life and its vicissitudes in a state of freedom 
may, in rny opinion, be taken as a fairtest of a criminal’s probably lasting 
amendment. Some will consider this period too long, but I do not ; and 
experience lias strengthened me in the opinion I now advance. I have 
known but three naen to relapse after the time here mentioned, and two 
oi them only exceeded the limit by three days. Discharged prisoners 
who pursue crime as a mode of living after being two years out of gaol, 
do so either through poverty, drunkenness, or an over-confidence in their 
ability to evade detection. 

Although endeavouring as best I can to help the men under my care to 
get along honestly and industriously, I have never been forgetful of the 
grave and imperative duties owing to society, nor allowed my anxiety 
or zeal for the well-doing of the released convict to influence me in the 
discharge of them; and I believe I can with confidence appeal to the 
Police authorities of the city, for their testimony to the correctness of 
tins statement. 

, I ou, gentlemen, are aware that in the event of seeing grounds for 
being dissatisfied with any discharged prisoner’s mode of living, in my 
district, I lose no time in bringing the case before you, and otherwise 
acting according to the emergency of the case. 

I shall now conclude this brief report by stating that though it has 
been urged that the supervision of discharged prisoners is calculated to 
interfere with their getting honest employment, I have never known such 
t-> be case in the Dublin district ; biit I must hero observe that to carry 
out a system of supervision so as not to injure or mar the prospects of the 
discharged prisoner, on the one hand, and not to neglect the interests of 
society on the other— that is to keep the scales of justice fairly and legi- 
iimateljr balanced between them — requires the exercise of great caution, 
the prudent consideration and management of many varying circum- 
stances. J J ° 

I cannot close this report without bearing my testimony to the valu- 
able assistance rendered to_ me by Mr. Dwyer, the Registrar of Smith- 
Reid xtisod, in the fcupervision Department of the service. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

James P. Organ, Inspector of Released Convicts 
t in the Dublin District, 

the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Castle. 
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Regulations with reference to Convicts sentenced to Penal Ser- 
vitude under the Act of 1857 (20 & 21 Vic., cap. 3.) 

Notice. 

1 . The Act of Parliament passed in June, 1857, provides that sentences of penal 
servitude are to he of the same duration as sentences of transportation previously 
awarded, instead of the sentences of shorter extent under the Act of 1&5S— thus, a 
sentence of four years' penal servitude under the Act of 1853 stands in place of a 
sentence of' seven years' transportation ; whereas for the same offence under the re- 
cent Act of 1 857, the sentence awarded is liable to be one of seven year* / a -nut servitude. 

In the case of the shorter sentences under the Act of 1853, the whole lias to be 



uuuer me lettm r -- 

on licence towards the end of the sentence, it the conduct ot the pm 
have been deserving of this indulgence. . . . 

The following scale shows the earliest periods at which prisoners convicted 
under the recent Act may qualify themselves by unexceptionable conduct tor admis- 
sion to the privileges of the Intermediate Prisons 



Scale. 



Class and number of marks to be gained] 
for admission to tho Intermediate 
Prisons for different sentences. 



Class 1st, Vo R * 

„ 6 A or Cmouths in A Class 
„ 14 A „ 14 „ 

„ 17 A „ 17 „ 

„ 20 A „ 20 „ 

,, 28 A ,, 28 
,, 44 A „ 44 
,, 59 A „ 59 M 

,, 68 A ,, 68 ,» 



Shortest periods of imprisonment. 



. Shortest period of ; ~ .■ 
In Ordinary Prisons. | detention in Inter- £ : 
mediate Prisons. i 



3 Tears 


Tears. 


Months. 






Tears. 

0 


Months. : 

4 r 


4 „ 


2 


10 


2- 


-6 


0 


5 


5 „ 


3 


6 


3- 




0 


6 


6 „ 


3 


9 


4-lo 

1 


0 




7 5> 


4 


0 


4— C 


l 




8 „ 


' 


8 


O | 


1 


4 


10 ,, 


6 


0 


6- 


-0 

1 


1 


6 


12 „ 


7 


3 


7—6 

1 


1 


9 


15 „ 


8 


0 


9- 


-0 

1 


2 


0 








10- 


-0 




_ 



0 The above earliest possible periods of removal to Intermediate Prisons i apply 
nnlv to those of the most unexceptionable character, and no remission ot tin ....1 
sentence ^iil take place unless the prisoner has anal fled himself by. caret ally 

thereby deferring to 

remMon under twelve years ; in the event of their misorndneting the.nselves they 
will not be eligible at so early a period, and may be retained ei en for Ll.e. 
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■ 4. According to the requirements of tile colony of Western Australia a certain 

number of convicts may be sent from this country from time to time ■ the seler 
turn will be made from the well-conducted, at about half the periid of their 
sentence. Convicts under “ Life Sentences” will not be eligible for removal until 
eight years from the date of their conviction. 

5. It will lie quite evident to the convicts that their future position depends 
upon their own exertions, and that the importance of the classification in force in 
the prisons, and of the marks regulating it, has been much increased by these rules 

6. It will be necessary, therefore, that each convict should make himself 

thoroughly acquainted both with these rules and the classification which is' to 
govern them as quickly as possible, for which every facility will be afforded him 
He will thus learn the importance of preserving a good character in Mountiov 
Prison as well as on the Public Works. J y 

7 . There may be exceptional cases and crimes of such a heinous description as 
to preclude offenders from being treated in the ordinary manner : these will be 
dealt with specially by the Government. 

By Order, 

Director. 

Conditions endorsed on every Ticket of Licence in the United Kingdom. 

1. The power of revoking or altering the Licence of a convict will most certainly 

be exercised in case of his misconduct. ^ 

2. If therefore, he wishes to retain the privilege, which by his good behaviour 

tWhebT* 1 ^ lsclpl ‘!f ha ?. as obtained, he must prove by his subsequent conduct 
that he is really worthy of Her Majesty s clemency. 

°l pr ‘?‘? u 5 e a forfeiture of the Licence it is by no means necessary that the 
h! 1 rW., « 1 convicted of any new offence. If he associates with notoriously 

bad characters leads m idle and dissolute life, or lias no visible means of obtaining 
^,1 bo UlT ‘ l. 00d ’ &C '' " assumei that he is about to relapse into crime! 

sentence ' ^ ^ 01100 apprellenM ’ ani recommitted to prison under his original 

Regulations for the Enforcement of these Conditions in Ireland 

his arrival inThe SjT"* ‘i™ b' f t0 °»S Constabulary Station of his locality on 
ms arrival m the district, and subsequently on the 1st of each month nnlr.« i,p 
resides within the county Dublin, where he will he under Mr. Organ's supervision 

ConsUbXw StS Jt- loca V ty without notifying'the same at hii 

S t ,! order that his registration may be changed to the locality 

to Mr. 0 OrJaS Ubli “ 8U ° h ^ “ ° r 

h/u totUnS' Slfamfi^ 050 r'rc by th ,° S onTlct wiU cause assumed that 

leading an idle and irregular life, and thereby entail a revocation of his licence. 



Director, 

Government Prisons' Office, 
Dublin Castle . 



Notification made to the Constabulary on the Liberation of a Convict 
on Licence. 

Government Prisons’ Office, 
Dublin Castle, 186 



DESCRIPTIVE PARTICULARS.} 

Hair, 

Eyes, . 

Eyebrows, 

Nose, 

Mouth, 

Complexion. 

Visage, 

Make, ... 
Height, Feet, Inches 
Age on Conviction in 18 



Sir, 



have to inform you that a “Ticket 
oi Licence” has been granted to Convict 

■who will, on discharge, proceed to 



■I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 



Bora at \ Director. 

Friends reside at | 

To the Inspector-General of Constabulary, Dublin Castle. 
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Notification made by the Constabulary when a Convict on Licence changes Appendix. 

his Residence from one locality to another. 

County of 
District of 
Sub-District of 

Register of Convict, ..... No.* 

on Ticket of Licence (see Circular, 1st January, 1857). 



descriptive particulars, 
( Circular , Paragraph 1,) 



Hair, 

Eyes, ; 
Eyebrows, 

Nose, 

Mouth, 

Complexion, 

Visage, 

Make, 

Height, 

Born at 

Eriends reside at 



* i. e. No. in Convict Book, as stated on Ticket of Licence. 

Date on which the Convict first reported 
himself at this Sub-District. (Circular, 
paragraph 2.) 

Name and Address of person by whom 
employed. 

Date on which the Convict left this Sub- 
District. (Circular, paragraph 4.) 

To what Sub-District and County re- 
moved. (Circular, paragraph 4.) 



186 Constable. 



Report of Conduct. 

(Note.— In the event of the removal of the above-named convict to another Sub- 
District, a copy of the foregoing particulars (including report of conduct), is to 
be transmitted to the Constable thereof ; and in case of further removals the 
same rule is to be observed; so that the convict’s conduct during the whole 
period he has been on licence may be ascertained in the last Sub-District in 
which he is located.) 



Particulars of every Case in Custody m a County or Borough Prison 
which is even suspected to be that of a Discharged Convict, and which is 
forwarded to the Directors of Convict Prisons -for Confirmation and 
Identification. 

Gaol. 

Particulars, Description, &c., of a Prisoner suspected or known to have been 
a Discharged Convict. 



Particulars under which now in Custody. 

Name, .... 

Crime, .... 

Date of Trial, . 

Sentence, if passed, . 

Particulars of former Conviction as far 
as is known or can be ascertained. 

Name, .... 

County where Tried, . 

Date of Conviction, . 

Crime, .... 

Sentence, .... 

When Discharged from 
Convict Prison, . . 

Prison from which dis- 
charged, 



Description. 

Hair, . . . . 

Eyes, > 

Eyebrows, 

Nose, .... 

Mouth, . .... 

Complexion, . 

Visage, .... 

Make, .... 

Height, Feet, Inches. 
Marks on Person, . 

Present Age, Years. 

Trade or Calling, . 

Prison Trade, 

Born at . 

Resided before committal at 
Friends reside at 

Whether identified as having' been 
a Convict, and by whom. 



Observations. 



Governor. 

18 
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Letter forwarded in the case of every Discharged Convict again brought to 
Trial. 



• ' Government Prisons’ Office, 

Dublin Castle, 18 

Sir, 

The enclosed particulars of have been compared 

with the books of this office, and are correct. In the event of his being found 
guilty of the present charge, the Directors of Convict Prisons request that the 
notice of the Judge may be particularly called to the circumstance of his being an 
“ Habitual Offender,” with the view of his receiving a sentence proportionate to 
his perseverance in pursuing a course of crime. 

Please to notify the result of the Trial to this office and return the enclosure at 
the same time. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 



Director of Convict Prisons. 



The Governor, 
Gaol 



Return showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 
1854, 1855, 1856, ancl 1857. 
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Return showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the appendix. 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 
1858, 1859, 1860, 1861, 1862, and 1863. 
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* Philipatown Prison was closed on the 31st March, 1862. 
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